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For we know, that if our earthly house of this tabernacle weré 
dissolved, we have u building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens.——II. Cor. v. 1. 


(Continued from page 53, ) 


II. The consideration of this building of God and its perma- 
nent establishment, is our second proposition, ‘The Apostle, wé 
apprehend, connects, in the words of our text, the present with 
the fature, and speaks the strong language of faith. He beholds 
things that are not actually in the possession of the believer, as 
though they were. From the view of the Christian in his present 
mode of existence, pressed down with a body subject to all thé 
consequences of the fall, be passes to the consideration of that bo- 
dy, “delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God.”* He views the Christian possees 


* Rom, viii. 21. 
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sed of a body freed from all the consequences of sin and the ruins 
of death, elevated to a state of immortality among “ the children 
of the resurrection.” For although the Christian 1s not in the aé- 
tual possession of perfect feli cy, yet he has it secured unto hint 
by the promise of God) Fai:h fixes on this promise; and losing 
sight of the things which are seen, and beboiding the things which 
are ‘not seen, breaks cut in holy rapture: ** We know that we 
have a building of God eternal in the heavens.” 

However, infidels would persuade us, that this is al! enthusi- 
asm, a mere chimera of a disordered mind. They would rebus 
of our hope of immortality and glory, our consolation in life, and 
our support in death. Whatever some ill informed Christians 
have done, we shall neither listen to their persuasions, por das- 
tardly yield to them what we esteem more dear to us than life 
itself, the hope of a blessed immortality. For the doctrine of the 
resurrection of the body, rests on solid ground. We receive it 
from divine inspiration ; and have it ratified anto us by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ. 

It is evident, that no objection can lie against this doctrine as 
being impossible. For that infinite Intelligence, whose omnipo- 
tent arm gave existence to the universe, can undoubtedly repair 
the ruins of human nature. ‘That very power which created the 
World, made man, placed him in a state of probation, and for 
transgression sabjected him to death, to the dissolution of the parts 
of his body, will be put forth to effect the resurrection of the dead 
—to break the bars of death—to call the slumbering dust into lite 
—tc give it a heavenly form, and a spiritual nature—and to rean- 
imate it again with its former intelligent inhabitant. And surely, 
however incomprehensible the resurrection of the body may seem 
to the understanding of man, with respect to the way in which it 
is to be effected, it cannot be !m possible to the power “of God. 

This doctrine is taught in various parts of the Holy Scripiares ; 
especially inthe New Testament. [It is one of the leading doc- 
trines of Christianity. Jesus Christ solemnly declares, “‘ that 
the hour is coming in which all that are in their graves shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God ; and shall come forth: they that have 
done good, to the resurrection of life, and they that have done ev il, 
to the resurrection of damnation.”* 

The declarations and promises of God, respecting this doctrine, 
have received the most glorious ratification, in the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. This is the sure pledge of our resurrection. It is 
on this ground, that St. Paul establishes this doctrine, with so 
much force of argument, and illustrates it with so much propricty 
and ingénuify, in the 15th chap. of L. Cor. 


* John y.2 
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Jesus Christ, who among the rest of his excellent doctrines, 
constantly taught the resurrection of the dead, rested the divinity 
ef his mission, and the truth and authority of the doctrines of his 
Gospel, on his own resurrection from the grave. He appealed to 
this as a matter of fact, which was to take place, of the most as- 
tonishing nature, possessing all the characteristics of a genuine mi- 
racle, a miracle of a singular Kind. And this miraculous fact ac- 
tually took place. Jesus Christ, who was dead and buried, arose, 
en thé third day, from the dead, and after forty days, ascended into 
heaven, and “ sat down.on the right hand of the majesty on high.” 
Theretore, the dead shall be raised again. 

There is no fact better attested, or attended with more convin- 
eing evidence, than the resurrection of Jesus Christ. ‘The testi- 
mony of the witnesses of Christ’s resurrection, bearing all the cha- 
racters of truth, was corroberated by imnumerabie miracles, 
wroucht for the establishment of this doctrine. But as we do not 
intend to enter particularly into this subject, we shall only remark, 
that this resurrection of Jesus Christ, confirmed by the mest ip- 
dubitable evidence, is (he surest pledge of our own resurrection. 

‘The consequences of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
appear to be extended in some respects to all the human race, 
“ For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
Bat every man in his own order.”* While the wicked will be 
raised to suffer the punishment due to their crimes ; the righteous, 
having acceded to 4he terms of the Gospel, so as to be united 
unto Christ by a living faith as members of his mystical body, will 
be called to the enjoyment of a blessed resurrection. Being 
branches of the living vine, they will derivefrom it the principles 
of life immortal. “ Their life is hid with Christ in God. When 
Christ, who is their fife. shall appear, then shall they also appezr 
with him in glory.”¢ For be has promised to ‘‘ change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like anto his glorious body.”t No 
doubt, the Apostle had this in view, at least in part, when he said, 
“ We have a building of God, an house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” 

Let as, for a moment, contrast the earthly house of this taber- 
nacle, with that building of God, that immortal glorified body, 
which the Lord Jesus will give to his saints. 

The human body, at present, is in a state of corruption Its 
natural tendency is to dissolution, But it shall “‘ be raised in in- 
corruption.”§ The principles of its nature will be fixed—gloriously 
incapable of mutation. 

in consequence of corruption, the body of man is in a state of 
miserable weakness, Its powers of action is confined within very 


* [. Cor. xv. 22.23. + Col. iii. 3. 4. 
t Phil, iii. 24. § I. Cor. xv. 42, 43. 44, 
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narrow limits. It is incapable of sustaining, without instant injo- 
ry, any uncommon shock, or even of bearing, without gradaal 
decay, the common operations of the natural world. But it shall 
be “ raised in power.” Possessed of the principles of incorrap. 
tibility, it will be full of inconceivable activity and vigor; capable 
of bearing, without suffering the least alteration of its nature, the 
greatest possible operations of secondary causes—capable of sus- 
taining ** an exceedingly great and eternal weight of glory.” 

It is at presentin a state of dishonor. The dishonorable marks 
of corruption and weakness, are strongly impressed upen it. It 
is distinguished with the dishonor attached to a fallen being—with 
decay and death; But it shall be “ raised in glory.” It will pos- 
sess the glory of an immortal power, and an endless life. It will 
shine for ever with the rays of celestial brightness. 

It is now a natural body ; subject to the common laws of mat- 
ter in its present state of disorder. Bat it shall be “‘ raised a spi- 
ritual body.” It shall be refined and elevated, beyond what can 
now enter into the mind of man ; so that it may be a suitable 
habitation for an intelligence greatly exalted, and closely allied to 
the Father of eternity. 

O my brethren, how great the exaltation of the people of God 
in the eternal world! How scanty our conceptions of the glory 
and happiness of the saints in light! How little do we know, 
how little can we know, while we inhabit tabernacles of clay, of 
this great and pleasing subject! ‘* Beloved, it doth not yet ap- 

ear what we shall be : but we know that when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is !”* 

IIL. Our third proposition, is the knowledge professed in the 
text—the knowledgé of the glorious subject, which we have had 
under consideration. This knowledge has its source in the Gos. 
pel of Christ. From thence we derive the knowledge of the resur- 
rection of the body, and ef the happiness and glory of the saints 
hereafter. 

The doctrine of the resurrection of the body, was entirely un- 
known to the heathen ; and the ideas of the most distinguished 
characters among them, respecting the immortality of the soul, 
were little more than mere conjectures. Though some of them 
rejoiced in the thought of endiess being, and pushed their inguiries 
to great lengths; yet clouds and darkness in regard to them, rest- 
ed on this important subject. Doubts crouded upon them from 
every quarter ; and they earnestly longed for a divine teacher, 
who might resolve these doubts, and give them assurance of im- 
mortality. But the thought of the restoration of the body to a 
state of incorruption, seems never to have entered into their 


minds, 


* J. John iii. 2. 
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The knowledge of this subject was very imperfect, even among 
the Jews. ‘The pious among them looked forward to the comimg 
of the Messiah, and earnestly expected that “ he would teach 
them all things.” ‘Che promises respecting the Messiah, and the 
knowledge which he was to bring, they saw at a distance, and 
rejoiced in them. For wheo the Sun of righteousness should 
arise, and usher in the administration of light, they expected that 
the obscurity which rested on the future world would vanish 
away’ 

This administration of light has taken place—the economy of 
“grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”*—and the obscurity 
which rested on a future state, guve place to the light of truth 
which Jesus Christ shed upon the world. ‘The docirine of im- 
mortality, and that of the resurrection of the body, are no longer 
subjects of doubt, to the person who candidly studies the doctrives 
of Christianity. They. are placed before him on the ground of 
certainty ; their truth is evinced by the strongest arguments ; 
and their importance is pressed upon his heart by considerations 
of the greatest weight. 

A knowledge of the glorious and happy state of the saints in 
heaven, being a matter of Revelation contained in the Gospel, is 
in the possession of all orthodox Christians. But let it be caretul- 
ly remembered, that such a knowledge is general. But the know- 
ledge spoken of in the text, is particular. “‘ We know that we 
have a building of God.” ‘That general knowledge which ai! 


who give credence to the Gospel possess, embraces the saints, 

not themselves, as the subjects of future glory. But that particu- 

lar knowledge which is enjoyed by all real i istians, embraces 
j 


themselves, as the heirs of ** an house not made with hands, eter- 
nal inthe heavens” ‘The first has respect to the character, gen- 
erally considered, which shall be admitted to the joys of heaven. 
The last regards the persons who shall receive the riches of glo- 
ry, because they possess the character of holiness. That is a 
knowledge, which regards others. This is a knowledge, con. 
cerning ourselves. 

The general knowledge, of which we speak, arises entirely 
from the intellectual exercise of the mind embracing the truths of 
the Gospel. But that particular knowledge, of which the text 
speaks, is the result of Christian experience. ‘The mind of the 
true believer perceives the truth, and his heart fce/s the efficacy of 
the Gospel. Christ being formed in the hearts of sach men, and 
their souls being united unto him ‘ who alone hath immortality,” 
they are assured, that they are in a state of favor with God, and 
that they are heirs of “that glory which shal! hereafter be reveal- 
ed inthe saints.” ‘ In that day, said Jesus Christ, ye shall know 
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that I am in my Father, and you in me,and [in you” Then it 
is, that “* God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
shines into their bearts to give the light of the knowledge of gio. 
ry of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” ‘+ ‘The spirit itself beareth 
witness with their spirit, that they are the children of God.”* 

Hence it is, that they know that they “ have a building of God, 
an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

_ But we would not represent the true Christian, as a being des- 
titate of that knowledge of God, and the things of God, which 
arises from studying the Gospel He makes this study a part of 
the business of his life. He is not among those who affect to set 
an infinite value on experience, and make no account of specula. 
tive knowledge. Neither is he among those who make Religion 
to consist in theory, and think that experience is not necessary to 
salvation. For while the latter of these is entirely destitute of the 
spirit and life of Religion, the former is enthusiastic ; and there- 
fore both of them are greatly deficient in practical Religion. But 
the true believer is a rational, animated and practical! Christian. 


( To be continued. ) 


VITAL RELIGION. 
(No. IIL) 


It is attended with the Fear of God, 


Wuere vital Religion reigns, there divine tempers and affee- 
tions extend their benign influence, and communicate to the soul, 
a very happy and salutary impulse. Under the operation of the 
Holy Ghost, this impalse gains the ascendant over the natural 
corruptions of the heart ; and by meliorating all the powers of the 
soul, it renders it a fit soil for the production of the fruits of righ- 
teousness, in great abundance. The dews of heaven come down 
upon the devout heart, and the plants of virtue and piety flourish 
in itin much vigor. Beautiful to the view of the serious mind, 
abundant in precious fraifs; such a soul presents an object of high 
interest and delight. Jt is satisfied in the possession of spiritual 
life—it is useful to its fellow beings, by a manifestation of the ex- 
cellence of rectitude. In the possession of those graces, which 
qualify it for the discharge of duty, and the enjoyment of every 


* II. Cor. iv. 6.—Rom. villi. 16. 





jawful gratification, it exhibits true godliness in the most pleasing 
light. 

One of these graces is the fear of God. This springs directly from 
the life of trae godliness. ‘i‘hat illumination which always attends 
the Religion of Jesus manifests the most venerable and awfal of alt 
objects—the great, the everlasting God. His nature and charae- 
ter are subjects calculated to affect the mind with the highest de- 
gree of reverence. ‘The eternity of God, the incomprehensibiity 
of his nature, the immensity of his presence, the spirituality of his 
essence, the omnipotence of bis arm, and the magnificence of his 
character, cannot be contemplated by a man of a serious mind, 
without the deepest sensations of dread. Not less awfal is the 
consideration of the holiness of Deity, the infinitude of his know- 
ledge and wisdom, the inscrutability of his counsels, the inflexible- 
ness of his justice, the fierceness of his vengeance, the terribleness 
of his judgments. In the presence of this great and solemn ob- 
ject, the soul of a creature is so strongly affected, that it seems to 
sink, overwhelmed in astonishment and silence, under the weight 
of the glory of God; and, lost in the contemplation of these inex- 
pressible perfections, every other sensation seems to be swallow- 
ed up in reverence and godly fear. How dreadful is thy presence, 
O God! Who would not fear thee, O King of nations ? This is 
the language of the godly man, recovering from silence in the pre- 
sence of Almighty God. 

But, the fear of God, which rules in the hearts ofthe pious, is 
not attended with those horrible sensations experienced under the 
influence of slavish dread. It is indeed true, that if God posses- 
sed no other attributes except those which we have mentioned, 
horror would be the consequence of contemplating them. But he 
possesses other perfections infinitely amiable, which, under our 
views of the Divine Being, meliorate our awful sensations, into 
that reverence which a dutiful child feels for a great and good 
parent. The goodness of God, his love, mercy, compassion, pity, 
and long suffering, are attributes of Deity so exceeding pleasing 
and delightful, that the view of them, in cennection with the aw- 
fulness of his character, renders him infinitely interesting, inspi- 
ring at once, the highest veneration, love, confidence and felicity. 

That is not the genuine fear of God, in which horror predomi- 
nates over every other sensation. When the awakened sinner, 
loses sight of the mercy of God, and beholds only the power and 
justice of the Almighty, he sinks into indescribable sensations of 
terror and dismay.— Despair seizes on his soul—and misery marks 
him for its own. To him Jehovah is an object of abhorrence. 
He would hide himself, were it possible, from the presence of the 
Lord. Around his Maker he sees nothing but clouds and dark- 
ness. The lightnings of heaven seem to flame around him ; the 
thunders of God to burst over his head—while he shrinks from 





104 


approaching ruin. He thinks that nething remains for him, but 
a certain fearful looking for of judgment, and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries. 

This is certainly very far from being a virtuous disposition—so 
far from it, that it is the very temper of hell Despair should be 
bahished from among mortals. It should only dwell in that re. 
gion where not a gleam of hope shoots across the tremendous 
darkness. Let “ devils believe and tremble,” under epprehen. 
sions of eternally feeling the weight of vengeance descending up- 
on them from the justice of God—But men should fear the Lord 
quite differently from this. 

That deposition which regards God only as a haughty tyrant, 
issuing laws of oppression, making severe demands, and requi- 
ring impossibilities of his creatures, is indeed detestable. It is very 
unlike the true fear of God, both in its nature and effects. Such a 
disposition very well accords, with the morose and malignant 
prineiples of a heart dead to all the tender and amiable sensibili- 
ties of humanity. It cap find place only in that soul which re. 
ceives the principles of lawless power, attributing unto God a hor- 
oe sovereignty, and supposing him to take pleasure in acts of cru. 
elty. 

Pernicious are the effects of such a disposition. It renders the 
heart hard ; the tempers cruel : and the manners overbearing and 
tyrannical. That man who is under the influence of such a prin- 
ciple. can be of little use to society ; and as to himself, he must be 
a subject of much misery. 

The true fear of God does not present Deity, in an unfavorable 
light. It does notexhibit him as a hard master, reaping where 
he had not sowed, and gathering where he had not strewed, 
But it leads us to the pleasing thought, that God would have all 
men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
For it presents Jehovah as the Father of mercy, sending his Son 
into the world, to taste death for every man ; and Jesus Christ 
as giving himfelf a ransom for all, to be testified in due time; 
while it readily believes that a manifestation of the spirit is giv- 
en to every man to profit withal. 

However, in contemplating the brightness of the Divine cha- 
racter, as it emanates from the face of mercy, the godly man does 
not lose sight of the awful glory which beams from the face of jus- 
tice God is the most pleasing object, and yet the most sublime, 
the most solemn, the most awful object, which enters into the 
mind of the real Christian. From a habitual sense of the pre- 
sence of the glorious God, the fear of the Lord becomes a fixed 
principle of action. 

Let us enter more particularly into this subject. And in doing 
this, we behold the God of glory as exercising the most unlimited 
and unrestrained control over the kingdoms of the aniverse. He 
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holds all natare in bis hand, and directs every thing according to 
the counsels of his owd will. Existence depends upon him, He . 
can direct all the energies of the spiritaal world, and all the springs 
of the kingdom of matier, against his adversaries or to the pro- 
tection and salvation of his faithful subjects, When he commands 
the storm arises ; uproar reigas im the atmosphere; lightnings 
flame on the world ; bellowing thunders shake the foundations of 
the earth; the sea roars, aad dashes its moving mountains with 
fury on the trembling shores. Earthquakes aud volcanic erup- 
tions obey his veice, and strike dismay into the hearts of the so 

of pride. Oountless diseases attend upon his word ; death rides 
on .it in all the horrid pomp of war and blood-shed, famine and 
pestilence. Does he raise himself up against his enemies ? behold, 
they are like the chaff of the mountain driven away before the vi- 
olence of the whirlwind. ‘They are scattered from his presence, 
and consumed by the breath of his mouth, Does he set en his 
great white throne to judge the nations of the earth ? Lo! the ele- 
ments melt with fervent heat ; the heavens pass away with a great 
noise ; the armies of heaven descend with their glorious king ; 
the troops of hell pour forth from the glooms of eternal night to 
meet the awfal judge; the dead arise ; and the earth and the 
things therein are barnt up. Hew gloriously awful is our God ! 
Hvery. thing declares that he is the absolute, the tremendous.sov- 
sreien of natare—that he is the only proper object of religious 

r, 

But we ought to know, that it is not necessary for God to arm 
himself with the power of creatures, to render himself an object 
of fear. For his will is self efficient, ‘ He spake, and it was 
done; he commanded, and it stood fast.” Are his subjects re- 
bellious? He can command the empty void, and a-multitude of 
formidable beings, full of hostility against his enemies, will start 
into existence, and rush upon the rebels of his kingdom. If he 
do but speak, countless plagues teem from the womb of nothing, 
and light on the heads‘of the ungodly. Who would noi fear a God 
of such unlimited power ?, 

Besides, God does not need the agency of secondary causes, to 
effect any of his purposes. He can act, without a medium of ac. 
tion. e can immediately affect the soul of mans He can ex: 
cite in it inexpressible sensations of pleasure, or exquisite misery, 
directly and immediately by the exertion of his owa power. 

Such is the awful power of that God with whom we have to 


0. 
__ But God will pee’ more strikingly dreadfal, if we consider 
his knowledge and wisdom, and the ubiquity of his presence. 
His perfect knowledge of every thing, enables him to apply the 
wisest and best means, if means he chooses to usc. to accomplish 
the purposes which he has in w It is impossible for us to con- 
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ééal any thing from the notice of his eye.. The very thoughts of 


our hearts are always open to his view. We can employ no 
means to hide ourselves from his presence. ‘ Whither shall I go 
from thy spirit? or whither shall FE flee from thy presence? If 
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if I nike my bed ig 
hell, behold thowartthere. ff I take the wings of the morning, 
and dwell ifi the uttermost parts of the sea; eventhere shall thy 
band lead me, and thy right hand shall uphold me Ii I say, sure. 
ly the darkness shall cover me ; event the hight shall be light about 
me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee ; but the night shi- 
heth as the day. The darkness andthe light are both alike tothee.”* 
Who would nof fear thee, O Lord! and glorify thy name? 
We shall discover, in a light still stronger, that God is the only 
roper object of our fear, if we consider his justice. How fearful 
Is this attribute { how alarming to our apprehension is the execu. 
tion of his judgments! ‘The instances in which he has taken ven. 
eanée on the workers of iniquity, how astonishingly dreadful! 
dom overthrown suddenly with fire from heaven ! the myriads 
of the first born of Egypt, all slainin a night by the destroying 
angel! a hdndred and eighty five thousand nten, of the army of 
the proud Sennacherib. cut off at one stroke, by a celestial minis. 
ter of vehgéanceé, seht from thé God of justice ! 


But what are these displays of the jastice of God, when com. | 


pared with the transactions of Calvary! Although God poured 
forth all the mercy of heaven, in the Redemption of the werld, 


by giving his own Son for the salvation of man; yet never did 97 


justice make such an ewfal appearance as when Jesus expired on 
the cross. What astonishment must have seized the armies of 
heaven, when the dreadfal mandate was given: “‘ Awake, 0 
sword, against the man who is my fellow!” When the beloved 
of the Father stepped into the place of sinners, fo redeem them 
from the curse of the law, God was so just, that he did not spare his 
own son ‘Vengeance, awful vengeance fell on the head of the 
holy Jesus{ O my soul! where will the sinner sink, on whose 
head the justice of God shall fall in alf the weight of eternal ven- 


— ? Who would not tremble in the presence of the king of | 


eaven? Who would not fear Almighty God? the God from 
whose présence we cannot fly—whose indignation we cannct 
sustain? Our God is a consuming fire.” When his wrath is 
but a little kindled, nature trembles to her centre. ‘Yet our God 
is love ; and the nations of the righteous shall dwell in his pre- 
sence, where is fulness of joy for ever more. 

Vital Religion being attended with divine illamination, pre- 
sents these awful considerations to the godly mind. Imparting 
a sacred vitality to the heart, it induces suitabe impressions of the 
awful grandeur of God. It leads us to fear God and keep fis 


commandments. 
Psal. cxxxix. 7, 8, 9; 10, 11, 12, 
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MEDITATIONS 
ON THE HAPPINESS OF HEAVSS, 


MEDITATION IilIl. 


The happiness of heaven not interrupted by the disordered state 
of the human body. 


The happiness of heaven still occupies my thoughts. [I will 

rsue this pleasing subject. I will endagvor to rise, on the wings 
of faith, to the hills of glory, bright with the beams of the Sun of 
righteousness, and resounding with the shouts of the children of 
immortality. 

This exercise is the more desirable to me, as I have been a so- 
journer, for more than forty years, in the land of mortality—my- 
self a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief Olten I have 
been pressed, by some sore affliction, to the verge of an eternal 
state. Then faith has pointed to the blood of Jesus; the world 
of light has appeared before me; and my soul bas been filled 
with rapturous joy at the pleasing prospect. 

The world of life presents a pleasing prospect indeed, to one 
who is an inhabitant of this world of death. The sufferings ari- 
sing from the corraptible condition of the body, will soon cease 
to oppress us who are the children of God ; for we are taught in 
the Gospel of Christ, that they who shall be counted worthy to 
inherit the kingdom of glory, shall be as the angels of God. 

O! when shall I be counted worthy, in the merits of Jesus, 
to inherit the kingdom of God? When will the time come, that 
my soul shall be delivered fully into the glorious liberty of the 
sons of God? ‘The time will come—it is net afar off—if I hold 
fast my faith—when I shall drop this cumbrous clay, and wing 
myself from these shores of corruption, to the throne of God. 
‘Phat spiritual principle of immortal vitality, which now animates 
my material frame, will be liberated before long from its earthly 
prison, and. if perfectly washed from moral pollation in the blood 
of the Lamb, will ascend to heavenly glory, to enjoy happiness 
without ever making the least approaches to misery, and life 
without any tendency towards death. 

[lift mine eyes to the hills from whence my strength and com- 
forts come, and where all my hopes centre. To the abodes of 
life, blessed with the beatific vision of thy face, immortal! "esus, [ 
¢ast a wishful look, and long to be delivered from the evils of mor- 
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tality. There I shall enjoy, when admitted on the ground of thy 
merits to the possession of the sons of God, intellectual and mora} 
life, in such perfection as to me is now utterly inconceivable. [| 
shall enjoy happiness resembling in ifs nature, the happiness of 
God himself, and through endless ages approaching, in degree, 
towards that infinite felicity which belongs only to his unbound. 
ed and necessary Being. 

In my present mode of existence, my intellectual powers are 
depressed under the weight of a body, subjected to corruption in 
consequence of the fall of man. ‘Their native energy is diminish. 
ed—their operations obstracted-—the accuteness and accuracy of 
their perceptions greatly weakened—their intuitive power reduc. 
ed to very narrow limits—their deductions deranged and contu- 
sed. -In the earthly house of this tabernacie, my soul is sur- 
rounded with clouds and darkness., Ignorance and imperfection 
are now distipguishing traits jn my character. Now I know 
only in part; and that part is very small. But when my soul 
shall Break loose from its present confinement—then that which 
is in part-shall be dope away ; and I shall know even as I am 
known. When I leave this world, and enter into the kingdom of 
my heavenly Father, I shall leave all clouds and darkness behind 
me. The iul! vision of eternal day will burst. upon the view of 
my astenished sou!. My intellect will recoyer its. nativeenergy, 
and dart into the regions of knowledge. All obstructions to is 
operations will be removed. The power of its perception will be 
accurate and penetrating ; and its intuition astonishingly great : 
its intuitive power will, perhaps, extend to all the ebjects withig 
the linjits of its knowledge. But if this should not be so; yet no 
doubt the deductions of its rdlional exercise (if soch exercise should 
exist) will be made without difficulty, and witheat error; carry- 
ing with them the most absolute certainty. ©! happy state ! pre- 
eminent excellence ! to be exalted to such strengthof intellect ! to 
such extent and certainty of knowledge! From. all those priva- 
tions and miseries arising from the weakness of my intellectual 
faculties while I tabernacle in the flesh, I shall then be for ever 
freed ; while floods of knowledge will poun in upon my soul, and 
afford me the most pure and elevated enjoyment. Then I shall 
have free access to the tree of knowledge, and the tree of life— 
and I shall eat of them, and be satisfied for ever.. ‘Then, no-lon- 
ger confined with this earthly tabernacle, and compelled to see 
objects through these visual orbs only, as through glasses darkly, 
I shall see the things around me ina qgpite diflerent manner. My 
vision of them will be direct and without.mediums, Not 
only matter in all its qualities and essence, will be open to m 
perception ;_ but spirit will be an object of my,yision—*“ I shall 
see God as he is, and. therefore be likeshim.” ., Eestatie thoaghtt 
Who would net wish to be let inio such. glorious vision? How 
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full, how pure, how glorious, the happiness of heaven ! It shall 
not be interrupted with that weakness, uncertainty, and laborious. 
exercises, with which my mind is now affected in consequence of 
the mortality of my body. 2 : Bay rrte 

In my present Sandition; the appetites of my body, existing in a 
disordered system, must ever have atemdency torun into excess 5 
and in propertion to the strength of this tendency I may expect, 
they will exert a pernicious itluence over. the passions of my 
heart. Much caution, vigilance and exertion, will be necessary 
while 1 remain in the body, to counteract this influence. ‘Vhus, 
while they occasién me many uneasy and painiul sensstions, they 
also expose mie to danger in exciting me to depert from the path 
of rectitade. But I rejoice greatly ,that the misery arising trom 
this source, wiil not find its*way into the celestial world. ‘Vhis 
corruptible body will drop into tne grave, and with it all its Vitia- 
ted appetites. Aud although the body shall be raised from the 
grave, yet it will leave behind it all corrupuon and imperiection, 
and all tendency to excess—for flesh and dlood shall not mkerit 
the kingdom of God. That body, wiich é shail have after the 
resurrection, will be @ spirtiual bedy. How pleasing is the 
thought! To be delivered from all the miseries and vexation of 
spirit, resulting from the disordered state of these Sodily appetites, 
is certainly among the most uesirable things. ‘fo have a body 
perfectly harmonizing with the highest mora) «xcelleuce—so re- 
fined in its nature as to be a suitable habita:'on for an imnmortal 
spirit closely allied to the Father of eternity—and so fixed in its 
principles a8 to be capable of bearing an exceedingly great and 
eternal weight of glory, will elevate me into the purest regions 
of happiness—far above the evils which now result irom the vitia- 
ted state of bodily appetite. 

The world which Ged has promised to the sons of faith, istru- 
ly desirable to the man who jastly appreciates eternal things: es- 
a when, like me, he groans under the weight of an aitlicted 

ody. How numerous, how incessant, how severe the painful 
sensations which | feel inthis mortal frame! They roll their wa- 
ters upon me, like a mighty stream, deep and wide, resistless’ in 
its force, and unceasing in its moiion ; they bear me with appa- 
rently increasing rapidity in my passage through the world. In 
addition to this, my sympathizing sensibility strikes my beart with 
keen anguish, when I behold my fellow men suffer the same afflic- 
tions as myself. ‘This is more particularly the case, whenever 
the sufferers are closely’united to me by friendship or blood. But 
I hasten from this world of affliction and woe, to that world 
where the inhabitants shall never say, “ we are sick.” Labor 
and: pain belong:not to that blessed kingdom. Disease shall ne- 
ver'stalk through the plains of bliss—nor death set his foot on the 
hills of tight, He shall never throw his shafts among tic blessed 
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jnhabitants of the world of light. There the bloom of youth shal] 
not be blasted, nor the lapse of ages bring decay, or wear down 
the privciple of vitality in the people of the celestial world. Was. 
ting diseases cannot come among them. The pestilence which 
here walks in darkness, will never walk among the inhabitants of 
glory—for they are the children of light. A shall not chill 
them, nor fevers scorch them. They shall hunger no more ; 
neither thirst any more. A burning sun shall not cast his ma- 
lignant beams upon the sons of light. ‘Their heads shall ache no 
more ; nor their bosom throb with pain or anguish; nor their 
limbs tremble with debility —for their health is immortal and their 
vigor shall never decay. No anguish shall be felt from seeing 
ebjects of affliction—fer there shall be no more pain. God will 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and sorrow and afiliction 
they shall know no more for ever. 
i; O! how L long to enter into that region of peace and happiness 
eternal. When, O when shall I reach that blessed land, and 
mingle with the saints on high, to praise gracious Redeemer 
through interminable ages? When shall I lay down this body 
of affliction, and ascend to my heavenly Father’s house on high ? 
I must have patience ; I must bear, with fortitude and resig.- 
nation to the will of God, the numerous evils with which I am 
yea God is my Father. He chastens me for my good. 
gracious Lord, enable me to receive all my vfflictions as means 
of grace ; to detach me from the world, to endear an eternal state 
of happiness to me, te lead me to repentance in all its depth and 
extent, and to dispose me to seek nothing but God. May [learn 
to trust in the merits of Jesas, and to hasten to the coming of the 
Son of God. May my affections be placed on that world where 
mortality, affliction and death are no more. May my treasure be 
Laid up there ; and when I fail on earth, may the Lord Jesus, my 
only hope, receive me to glory. — Amen. 
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AN INQUIRY INTO ORIGINAL SIN. 
(No IIL) 


THe account gre by Moses of Adam after the fall, affords a 
convincing proof of the evil consequences of disobedience. ‘The 

historian informs me, that my first parents, when they 
ard the voice of God, “ were afraid, and hid themselves among 










































itié tfeés of the garden.” What a dreadful change had taker 
lace ! No object can be more desirable to a holy and innocent 
feng than the great and good Jehovah ; because such a being 
finds in hia the fountain of excellence and happiness. While 
man remained innocent and holy, there can be no doubt, that it 
gave him the highest satisfaction to hear the voice of God. It was 
the fulness of bis happiness to approach unto God, and worship 
in his presence. But no sooner had he transgressed the divine law, 
than God became to him an object of dread and abhorrence. Ve- 
ry deplorable indeed mast be the condition of a reasonable crea- 
ture, who endeavors to conceal himself from the presence of his 
Maker. ‘Titat presence which constitutes the felicity of heaven, 
will never be shunned by any excépt sinners. To flee from the 
author of éxistence—from the source of blessedness—from uncre- 
ated excellence and beauty, is strongly indicative of dire depravi- 
ty. Nothing but a sense of guilt leading to apprehensions of eon- 
ign punishment, or abhorrence to the presence of holiness ari- 
sing fom rversion of heart, can be a sufficient cause of such 
conduct. Both these grees on the mind of man, when he 
sought to conceal himself from the presence of the Lord. He 
knew he was guilty, and therefore dreaded punishment ; he had 
ae the image of God from his heart, and therefore he hated ho- 
iness, 

‘“« The eves of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked ; and they sewed fig leaves together and made them 
aprons” Their eyes were opened—miserable perception! They 
discovered by actaul experiment, the nature of moral evil. ‘Their 
eyes were opened to see their sin and folfy in disobeying the com. 
mandment of the Lord their God. They had acquired an expe- 
rimental knowledge of evil—and they had lost. by this acquisition 
the favor of the Almighty. And they knew that they were na- 
ked ; that they had lost their innocence ; and therefore stood ex- 
posed to the indignation of a just and holy God. Guilt fastened 
dpon their conscience ; their hearts were filled with shame and 
confusion ; they dreaded the presence of Jehovah ; and, it is pro- 
bable, wére ashamed of each other, because their innocence was 
now gone for ever. 

They saw that they were naked—not only despoiled of their 
innocence, but stripped of their excellence, and fallen into a state 
of indigence and danger, corruption and misery! Their purity 
was ho more. ‘The image of God, true holiness and righteous- 
fess, was entirely effaced from their hearts. As they dreaded 
the presence of God on account of their guilt, so they abhorred 
pave hated his presence, because of the perversion of their moral 

wers. 

Lalso see, in the conduct of the guilty pair, when God called 
them te account for their disobedience, the strongest evidence of 
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their moral pollution. ‘“ And the man said, the woman whom 
theu gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did 
eat.” When the Lord said: hast ‘ou eaten of the tree? 
‘¢Adam was obliged to ackaowledge his transgression, but he did 
this in such a way as to shiit off the blame from himself, and lay it 
upon Gad, and upon the woman! This woman whom THOU 
didst give to be with me, to be my companion, she gave me, and 
I did eat. J ave ho further blame in this transgression: J did 
not pluck the fruit, she took it and gave ittome.” The women 
in jixe manner, endeavored to excuse herself “ And the woman 
sail, theserpem beguiled me,and I did eat.” ‘Thus ‘“ she lays 
the blame upon God and the serpent—the serpent beguiled me 
and ddid eat. Thou didst make bim much wiser than thou didst 
make me ; and therefore, my simplicity and ignorance were over. 
come by his superior wisdom ; J can have no fault here ; the fault 
is his, and his who made him so wise and me so ignorant.” Thus 
I discover, that.although their eyes were opened to see their degra. 
ded state, their guilt and corruption, yet they were unwilling bum. 
bly to acknowledge either—their hearts were hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin.. What stronger proof could they have 
given, of their ulter depravity! 

How dreadful. was their fall! Through the perversity of 
their passions, and the degradation of their intellectual powers, 
they bécame extremely ignorant. What! could they think to F 
impose onthe God of infinite wisdom ? It seems they did “Be. [ 
sides, they had become so grossly foolish as to suppose, that the 
trées of the garden, would hide them from the all searching eye 
of God! .. Where had fled that astonishing penetration, and ac- 
cuteness of intellect, which Adam possessed, when the Lord 
God brought the beasts of the field, and the fowls of the air unto 
him to see what he would call them?” He lost the strength of 
his intellectual powers when he violated the law of God. 

It is certain, that Adam, before the fall, possessed a great de. 
gree of intuitive knowledge. ‘ Adam gave names to all cattle, 
and to the fowls of the air,.and to every beast ofthe field.” But 
how ? “From an intimate knowledge of the nature and properties 
of each creature. Here I see the perfection of his knowledge ; 
for it is well known that the names affixed to the different animals 
in scripture, always express some prominent feature and essential 
characteristic of the creatures to which they are applied. Had he 
not possessed an intuitive knowledge of the grand and distinguish- 
ing properties of those animals, he never could ‘have given them 
such names = This circumstance is a strong proof of the original 
agro and excellence of man, while in a state of innocence.” 

ut, alas! when he transgressed the law of his Maker, by losing 
his innocence and purity, he lest his knowledge, and his happ'- 
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ness. As soon as corraption entered the hearts of my first pa: 
rents, gross darkness covered their minds. 

What shame did they feal, what fear, what horror, what 
awful apprehensions of the indignation of God! In what melan- 
choly gloom were they involved! How dismal the scenes around 
them! Have I not reason to believe, that nature gave evidence 
of the anger of the Almighty? ‘‘ They heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the wind* of the day.” Wo- 
ful day! tremendous wind! How great, how lamentable the 
change! Iniquity had entered iuto the péaceful place consecra- 
ted to holiness ; and natural disorder as a consequence, began to 
make its appearance. ‘The operations of the ciaterial world, be- 
fore perfectly consistent with the perpetuation of animal life to 
endless ages, now lost their smooth and harmonious course, Na- 
ture felt a dreadful shock, and groaned, while by the alteration of 
her original laws, she passed to capability of dissolution. How 
direful the consequences of transgressing the law of God! Guilt 
fastened on the conscience of man, moral pollution took full poss 


session of his heart, and the earth was cursed for his sake. 


EVENING WALKS. 


(No. IIL) 


I love to wander in the fields, where I can breathe a purér air; 
contemplate the variegated scenes of nature, and enjoy the sweets 
of solitude. From the view of the natural world, I pass to the 
consideration of the rational world, and hold converse with my 
own heart, and with my God. While my body is braced with a 
salubrious cpg ty my mind becomes more active and vigor- 
ons, and enjoys higher moral and spiritual health, by the exer- 
cise of contemplation and devotion. Returning from such exer: 
cise, I find myself better qualified to engage in the business of life. 
Temptations to depart from the path of propriety, are resisted with 
more firmness and success ; danger is met with greater prudence 
and courage ; evils are borne with a higher degree of fortitudé 
and patience ; duties are performed with increased fidelity ; and 


* JI use the marginal reading. 
P 





114 


the passions being better balanced with heavenly meékne’s, niove 
together in harmony and peace. 

love to ascent! to the sammits of the mountains, and enjoy the 
view of, grand and extensive prospects.” Such views give vivid 
action to the imagination, and boldness and dignity to thoaght 
Thus the mind, raised above its ordinary tone, becomes better 
geapten for rational discussion ; while the heart, partietpating in 
the evergy of the intellect, is ntore powerfully affected wiih ihe 
great doctrines of theology. That elevation of mind, which, in 
such a situation and fron: such views, is inspired, lilts me upto 
the author of being, to contemplate his perfections, and to adote 
his glorious majesty. With awe I approach the God of nature; 
while I trust and rejoice in him as the God of grace ‘The jwe. 
sence of HIM, who isthe life and the felicity of rational beings, 
is altogether desirable; the beams of his glory. while they over. 
whelm the soul with the lostre of uncreated excellence, impart to 
the heart sensations of pleasure anatterably sweet. To secure the 
smiles of his face ts the object of my highest ambition. 1 aspire 
to no higher glory than the honor which comes‘ from God. In his 
presence, what is all rhe fame which mortals can bestow ? 

I cast my eye over the world, and behold many of the sons of 
meni, exerting every nerve to obtain worldly honor. They waste 
all the energies of their souls, engage all the passions of their 
hearts, in the miserable pursuits of mortal fame; and then at | ist 
die in disgrace! What is there in fame so fascinating? The 
fame of the world is a monster, spurious in his nature, and in his 
movements, noisy and turbulent. When he crosses the paths of 
mortals, he generally intercepts the beans of the Redeemer’, face. 
Let him not @pproach my path, ‘What have I to do with fame? 
I never sat among the creat ones of the earth ; among the rulers 
and counsellors of nations. I never trimmed the midnight lamp 
of intrigue. nor wove the insididéus net of, the dark politician [ 
have not flattered the mighty men of the world, nor have I ever 
stooped to baseness to catch their smiles. E have not madly dar. 
ed death in the field of battle, nor rolled my garmcots in the blood 
of my fellow men. I ama _ poor follower of the humble Jesus, 
whese “ingdom is not of this world. 

And what is fame to tne ? He is sometimes smifing—but al- 
ways fallacious in his promises. What mortal ever listened to the 
voice of his mouth. and was not disappointed in his expectations? 

He carries two faces. "That which he now presents how canii- 
vating! His eyes shine with the mildest splendor, like the lamps 
of midnight, and dart the softest beams as if washed in the dews 
of pity. Fis lips seem like’ roses : the Myrrh and incense of Ara- 
bia appear to melt onthem’ His words are as the breath of life 
to gaping multitudes; and the sound of his trampet to them 's 
more animating than the rejoicings of harvest. His right hand 
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is filled with plomes outshining the star-of morning, and dazzling 
to the eyes of the beholdérs. 

But trom a different poimt of view, let me behold him on the 
other side. How astonishing the difference! ‘Ihe blackness of 
midnight is not half so frightful as his countenance now. His 
brows resemble a tempest of thander; and the flashes of his eyes 
ave like deadly lightning from disparting clouds Fearful curses 
barn on his lips and death. descends in his words as the eagle 
upon his prey. His trampet now'roars as the lion from the de- 
sert, ov as the bellowings of mount Hina And instead of plumes, 
his hand now bestows hulters. 

Let him haste trom my path ; and let the light of heaven shine 
upon me. Louw cheeriog are the beams of ibe Sun of righteous- 
Hess ? 

ly fame descended fromthe werld of light I would love him ; 
for he would love ‘truth. He wold then be the desire of my 
heart, ana he should lie inmy bosom. But being of base origin, 
let him not ceme into my presence—for I desire the honor that is 
of God. 

O my soul! how vain is worldly fame ! and ho great the folly 
of the sons of men, who seck it with so mucl ardér! And how 
dreadful the consequence! ‘They pursoe the fleeting phantom, 
until they are involved in impenetrable darkness. Death aud 
destraction light upon them, and they sink to everlasting cuin. 

But, these Who seek the honor which comes froin God, shall be 
satisfied ‘with substantial glory. Ged will be their father and 
friend ; and they shall dwell in bis presence for ever. .What a 
pleasant thing is it to see the face of Ged, and to walk in the ligitt 
of his countenance through the periods of endless durativn! Ua- 
to this glory Dasptre through the merits of the Redeemer. Bles- 
ged Jesus, wash me in thy blood, and fit me for thy presence, and 
for the possession of that glory which thou hast promised to the 
sons of faith. “Amen. 


THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. 


Wuewn we take up the Bible with the view of ascertzining its 
true meaning, and the extent of our daty ; we ought to consider 
that God speaks to us as intelligent ‘creatures, who are bound to 
make the best use of our understanding for the discovery of his 
will. “We must not presume to jimit the Almighty as to the man. 
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ner in which he shall make known his will to us: in whatevep 
way this is done, we are called to implicit obedicnee. 

Eupress command is not the only methed by which our great 
Creator and Governor has pointed out our duty ; he has also re- 
vealed bis will by symbols, by prophetic and somewhat obscure 
declarations, by significant actions of men divinely inspired, and 
by parables ; and in these the obscurity we sometimes meet with 
may be designed to excite us to diligeni inquiries after the will of 
God, and to be a test of our humility and sincerity. 

Under the impression of these considerations, Jet us inquire, 
whether it be not the will of God that mankind, io all ages, should 
dedicate one day in seven to the more immediate worship of the 
Almighty, and other religious exercises 3 subject to certain limit. 
ations which the Bible has pointed out, and which our present 
condition in this world has rendpred necessary. 

If, in our researches, we should meet with some passages of 
Scripture, which at first sight appear contradictory ; let us apply 
the foltowing rules of interpretation. 

3, Let us endeavor to find out some sense in which the appa. 
rently contradictory passages will agree, without doing violence 
to the expressions on either side. 

2. Let us interpret obscure passages by those which are plain ; 
instead of forcing the plain passages tq bend to those which are 
‘obscure. 

3. Let us, in all doubtful cases, choose that side which is prac- 
tically the most safe, and agreeable to the general tenor of Scrip. 
ture. 

I shall consider the nature and extent of the command to sane. 
tify the Sabbath, 2s it stood before the promulgation of the law on 
Mount Sinai; as it was explained and enforced during the Jew. 
ish dispensation ; and as it continues obligatory upon the disciples 
of Christ to the end of the world. 

The first intimation respecting the Sabbath is given in the se- 
cond chapter of the Book of Genesis. This isa very important 
passege of Scripture, and deserves our most serious attention, both 
as it respects the meaning of the words, and the period at which 
they were delivered. ‘The second verse informs us what the Al- 
‘ mighty did with regard to bis own work. And on the seventh 
day God ended his work which he had made ; and he rested on 
the seventh day from all his work which he had made. ‘The 
third verse proceeds to state, And God blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it ; that is, he set it apart for holy purposes; for 
such is the meaning of the word sancétrfied in the Old Testament, 
when applied to inanimate things, or to persons with relation to 
any office or faunctiom Thus the priests, the tabernacle, and all 
i's furniture, were said to be sanctified, when they were set apart 
{or the serviceef God, Inne other sense can the word sanctified 
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be. understood with relation to the seventh day, without forsat ing 
the scriptural meaning of the term, and falling into absurdity. 

This commend, to set apart the seventh day for sacred purpo- 
ges, Was givcn to man in his primeval purny. Being created up- 
right, be ioved the Lerd bis God with all his heart, and mind, and 
sow, and strength. ‘The labors of each dey, in this happy state of 
mind, would be dedicated to Gow’s service. There was no 
need of a day of sacred rest to withdraw the mind from the carnal 
eagerness of worldly pursuits, or to recruit the body from oppres- 
sive labor. Man now enjoyed perpetual communion with God, 
His labor was light. The Lor'd Ged took the man, and put him 
into the garden of Eden, to dress it and to keepit. (bb. v.15.) 
Thorns and thistics had not yet sprung up to create the necessity 
of laborious exertions. —For out of the ground made the Lord 
God.to grow every tree that ts pleasant to the sight and good 
for food. (v, 9.) ‘The earth had not yet received the curse which 
caused man to eat bread in the sweat of his face. 

If in this state the sacred rest of a seventh day was ordained by 
infinite wisdom, in what period of me can it become unpecessary 
to fallen man? Shall) the consecration of a seventh day tor the 
cultivation of our minds blinded by sin, and distracted by corrupt 
affections, be thought neediess ; when it was appointed to man in 
innocence and perfect holiness ? Shall the mercies of creation re- 
guire a frequently returning day for their celebration ; and shall 
not those of redemption, in addition, call for an equal atienion ¢ 
In short, when we compare the state of fallen man with that of 
our first parents, during whose original purity this command wis 
given, we shaii find a variety of considerations urging epon him 
the superior necessity of sanctifying a seventh day. 

Besides, a general command ibus given to the representatives 
of the whole species, mast continue in forcefor ever; anless it be 
abrogated by the same authority by which it was enacted. 

Whether there be any passages in Swriptere which abrogate the 
Jaw ofa Sabbath, with a clearness equal to that with which it was 
enacted, will be the subject of our future consideration. 

The observance of a Sabbath cannot be opposed with reason, 
unless it shall appear that there is a clear abrogation ef this com- 
mand. It cannot be said with decency, that the neglect of the 
Sabbath is a more spiritual servicc to God than the observance of 
it. 

To attach any ideas of superstition to the observance of a Sab- 
bath would scarcely fal! short of blasphemy against the Almighty, 
whose wisdom made such an appointment before sin had entered 
into the world. 

It is the duty of man at all times, and in every period of the 
world. to love God with all his heart, and mind, and sou!, and 
strength; but particular exercises and proofs of this love may bo 


/ 








































118 


érsoined at different periods. ‘The worship.of God, however, is 
requived by a permanent obligation ; and the exercise of this wor. 
ship, especialiy when it is social, requires a cessation from other 
employments ; and sezsens appropriated to itseli. Es it not then 
in the highest degree improbabie, tast man, when empleyed 1D tne 
innocent labor of cultivating the garden of Eden, should be requi- 
red to withdraw, during a seventh portion of his time, from this 
pleasing employment, to exercise himself im one still more pleas. 
ing toa hely soul; yet that we, who find it so difficult to abstract 
our minds [rom the too eager pursuits of worldly things, should be 
left to follow our own ways on the’day originuily set apart for the 
solemn services of religion? Sach @ supposition I cannot help 
thinking tobe highly improbable, whether Icon ider the sanctifi- 
cation of the Sabbatiin the light of a duty, er a privilege 

Ja whatever point of view we contemplate it, the Sabbath was 
instituted when _mankind stood the fewst in need of that institution, 
Was the S:bbath designed to be a day of rest? It was institu. 
ted when the laber of our first parents was merely te keep and 
dress the garden of Eden, Was it designed to be a season of in. 
struction? ‘The law of Ged was then written upon the heart of 
man. He was made after the image of God in righteousness and 
true holiness. Was it designed to call oft the mind from the apxi- 
eties of worldly cares? Our first parents bad nothing to distract 
their minds: they saw God in all his works; they walked in in- 
nocence, and were not ashamed. Was it a day appointed for more 
immediate communion with God, in the exercises ef holy vor- 
ship? ‘he pious pair enjoyed a perpetuel communion with God: 
they approached him withoat fear, and served him with the pro- 
foundest reverence. 

Can we then imagine, that an institution appointed when there 
wus the least possible need for it, should be set aside when every 
cireumstance in the situation of mankind loudly calls for such as 
institution? How greatlyedo the incessant toils of many require a 
day of rest! What a powerfal tendency have the anxious cares 
of life eo shat out the doe consideration of the world to come! 
The ignorance of many, especially of the lower classes of man- 
kind, requires that time for instruction, which no other day, except 
the Sabbath will afferd ; ‘and without stated periods for the pub- 
lic worship of God, the very idea of religion would vanish out of 
the world, 

These considerations forcibly impress my mind with the per- 
suasion, that the sanctification of a seventh day, that is, the setting 
it apart for holy purposes. was an appoiutment of God, and is of 
perpetual obligation. hris, Obser. 
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THE LIFE OF SIMON PETER, 
The Apostle. 


Simon, the son of Jonah, a native of Bethsaida in Galilee, 
where ne became acquainted with our Saviour, was settied at Ca- 
pernaom, acity on the lake of Gennesareth, at which place he 
exercised the occupation ef a fisherman, aod was probably at that 
time a married man. ; 

These scanty memoirs:of the origin and early life of Simon, are 
little caleulated to amuse curiosity. We have here a specimen of 
the biographical style of the sacred penmen ; who all conspire in 
one design, and whether they write of Abraham, of Paul, or of 
Peter, mean to lead us to the Knowledge of Christ, from whom 
those great men derived every valuable distinction. Whatsoever 
is irrelevant to this end, however curious or interesting, seems to 
be consigned to oblivion. Keeping this remark in view, as we 
delineate the character and record the life of Simon. it shall be our 
endeavor to illustrate the grace and power of the Redcemer, as 
they were displayed in that Aposile.- 

There is room to conjecture, that, previously to Simon’s ac- 
quaintance with Jesus, he had been a disciple of John the bap- 
tist, and, under his instractions had become acquainted with that 
repentance towards God, which is the best preparative to faith in 
Christ. This conjectare we found on the circumsiance of his bro- 
ther Andrew being one of the two disciples of John, to whom he 
pointed ont Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God; as well as upon 
the readiness Simon shewed to wait on Jesus, and the distinguish- 
ed reception he met with from him. No sooner had Andrew as- 
Certained that Jesus was the Messiah, than he announced the dis- 
covery to Simon, as to one who also eagerly looked forward to 
his advent, and would hail with joy the rising of that bright Mors 
hing Star. Nor was he deceived. Loving the truth and anxions 
for farther manifestations of it, Simon instantly accompanied his 
brother to Jesus ; and was received by him in such a manner as 
seems to prove his integrity, as well as to predict the lustre of his 
foture character. For as soon as Jesus beheld him.-he said Thoz 
art Simon, the son of Jonah ; thou shalt be calied Cephas, a 
stone, or rock, If these considerations, connected with the idea, 
that the grand object of John’s mission was to prepare a people for 
the Lord, and the probability that Jesus would select some of his 
disciples from the schoo} of that venerable prophet, appear saffi- 
cient to justify our conjecture; we have here an exemplification of 
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6ne grand rule of Christ’s moral government, Zo him that hath 
shall be given. but from him that hath not, shall be taken away 
even that which he hath. 

Soon after this interview, as Simon and Andrew were fishing 
on the lake,’ Jesus invited them to become his followers, with the 
assurance that he would raise them fzom their hamble occupation, 
to the nobler employment of fishers of men This promise, in- 
telligible as it is to us, was probably, at that time, somewhat enig- 
matical to them, as their prejudices respecting the temporal reign 
of the Messiah, naturally led to the misconstraction of our Lord’s 
figurative language, Nevertheless, their hearts being prepared 
for the good seed of God’s word, and believing at the same time 
Jesus to be the Messiah, they yielded him a free obedience ; tho’ 
without well understanding the natare of his kingdom, or to what 
extent he meant to engage their services. 

Let us pause, in order to make a few observations on the cha- 
racter of Simon, as well as on the exsraord‘nary procedare of Di- 
vine Providence, in selecting the Apostles of Christianity from 
among the fishermen of Galilee. From the Gospel History we 
are perhaps authorized to sketch the following outline of Simon’s 
eharacter —To a hardy and muscular frame, he seems to have 
anited a clear and vigorous understanding ; unimproved, indeed, 
by human science, but not wholly ancaltivated, nor aninstructed 
in the law of the Lord. His ingenaous nature seems to. have 
known no disguise. His imagination fervid, his heart feeling, his 
passions strong, his spirit bold and decisive, he’ was ever prompt 
to speak and to act; but from such a modification of character he 
was too frequently betrayed into faults, which are seen and avoid- 
ed by minds little capable of those generous feelings, which flou- 
rished in the breast of Simon. Upon this character, piety stamp- 
ed genuine worth; giving itits true direetion, and rendering him 
willing te be taught, and aptto learn. Such was the man, whose 
fire the lowly Jesus was to temper, whose rashness he was to cor- 
rect, whose self-confidence he was to cast down, and on whose 
fervid and bold spirit he was to engraft the meekness of heavenly 
wisdom. 

Tothe intelligent Christiah, the wisdom of Jesus Christ in the 
selection of his Apostles. needs no justification. He traces init 
the same great hand, which created the world from nothing. He 
sees the moutlis of infidels shut, who would persuade us, that the 
fishermen ef Galilee were equal to the fabrication of the glorious 
Gospel, and to the task of imposing its authority on the learned 
ond the great, the rich andthe wise . At Athens and Jerusalem, 
in the days of oar Saviour as in our own, learning and philosophy 
were litte connected with humble inquiry and sober thought. The 
Jew drivelled, andthe Greek raved ‘Then, as now, the fiercest 
and proudest opponents of our humbling faith, were’ the boasted 
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disciples, of science and philosophy. Galilean fisliermen were 
more docile in learning the seli-denying docirines of the cross, 
than the scholars of. Gamatliel weve in unlearning the prejudices 
they had imbibed irom their master. We therefore conclude, not 
only that the truth of Christianity was more strongly asserted, 
and the power of God more illusiriously displayed, by their ap- 
pointment, but that they were, in fact, the fittest instraments which 
the Jewish nation, at that time, farnished, and probably, for vavi- 
ous reasons, the fittest instruments which haman nature, in its 
present state, in any age or in any country, could fornisi. 

Here, bowever, there is a danger of pushing our conclusions to un- 
warrantable lengths." The partial advocates of an anlearned minis- 
try should remember ,that the gift of tongues superseded the painful 
discipline of schools and colleges ; and that the luminous and en- 
ergetic inspirations of the Spirit, would be degraded by a compa- 
rison with the slow deductions of reason, or the co!d productions 
of mechanical rhetoric. We, who claim no such aids, must be 
content to burn our lanep, nd to ply our studies ; never however 
losing sight of this solemn troth, that it isthe exclusive preroga- 
tive of religion, to make us truly wise, and good, end useful, and 
happy. ae 

As a previous step to his exaltation to the Apostieship, Simon 
was. called to.a personal attendence on our Saviour. Under this 
great teacher, he was to be emptied of himsel/, and freed from 
those inveterate Jewish. prejudices, which were likely to take 
strong hold of a mind constitated like his. His rude manners 
were also to be humanized by the benign converse of his Lord. 
From him he was toe learn a doctrine without error. In bim he 
was to behold an example without spot. And thus was he fitted, 
in common with the other Apostles, to receive the mantle of their 
ascending Lord. Would to God, that our young candidates for 
Holy Orders, considered well the solemn responsibility of the of- 
fice to which they aspire! Then would they feel the force of the 
words of Moses: Send by whom thou wilt send; but send not by 
me. Or, if animated by a portion of Isaiah’s fire, they frecly of- 
fered their services inthe sanciuary, they would, at least, be sen- 
sible of the necessity of themselves previously undergoing a strict 
discipline in the schoel of Christ, before they stood forth as teach- 
ers and examp!es of the flock. 

About a year after Simon became the Disciple of Jesus, the 
miraculous powers of his Master were displayed en two occasions, 
which nearly concerned him. His wile’s mother was raised fron 
a sick bed and honored with an opportanity of evincing her gra- 
titude, by ministering to Him, who had restored her to health. 
But though this species of miracie was calculated to produce: the 
strongest sense of personal obligation, it seems (perhaps from the 
commonness of its occurrence) by no means te havc affected hi# 
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thind with the wonder, awe, and faith, which was produced by 
the miraculous draught of fishes. 

For when Simon, who had been fruitlessly toiling all night, and 
Who, without any haope of success, had reluctantby bet down his net 
once more at the command of Christ, saw that the draugit of fish. 
es was so great as to break the nets, and to fill both the ships till 
they began to sink, his astonishment was inexpressible ; and the 
fervid piety of his mind discovering itself in his expressions, he 
threw himself at the feet of his master, and exclaimed, Depart 

rom me, for J ama sinful man, O Lord! Bat oar Saviour 
cheered the humbled spirit of his servant, and both to confirm and 
illustrate the promise originally made to him, said, Fear not ; 
from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And no sgoner bad Simon 
and Andrew, and James and John, brought their ships to land, 
than they laid aside the trade of fishermen, and wholly devoted 
themselves to the service of Christ. By this miracle Simon was 
taught to whom he was to look for direction in bis ministry, and 
to whom he was to ascribe the glory of its success. Not long af. 
ter, our Saviour thought proper to initiate his Disciples into the 
ministry for which they were designed, and to set them apart for 
it by asolemn ordination. The process of this important transac. 
tion déserves our notice. First, he excttes the pity of his Disciples 
for the perishing souls of sinners, by pointing out to. them the de. 
plorable state of the multitades who flocked to his ministry, but 
who were as sheep scattered, and without a shepherd. Hethen 
rouses their zeal, by remarking, that the harvest was plenteous, 
though the labourers weve few ; and exhorts them to pray to the 
Lord of the harvest, fo send forth more labourers into his harvest, 
When dispositions suitable for their work had been thas raised in 
them, he himself retired to a mountain to pray forthem. Having 
spent the night in intercession, in the morning he collected his Dis. 
ciples, and from their number selected twelve, whom he named 
Aposties, and whom he invested with power to cast out anclean 
spirits, and to heal every manner of disease. Simon had the ho- 
hor to be the first nominated ; and on this occasion he publicly re. 
ceived from our Lord the distinguished appellation of Cephas, of 
Peter, which was descriptive of the strength of his character, as 
well as in allusion to his being one of those twelve spiritual stones, 
on which the church was to be founded, Jesus Christ being the 
head stone of tlte corner. How interesting is the scene! ‘The 
fainting sheep and the sympathiziog shepkerd, the praying Dis 
ciples and their intereeding Lord, form a pictere which every 
Christian Bishop, and every candidate for Holy Orders, should 
ever have before his eyes. 
The next incident we shall mention, as serving to throw any 
_ particular light on the character of this great Apostle, took place 
immediately after our Saviour had made an astonishing display of 
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bis power, inthe multiplication of a few loaves and fishes. Ha- 
ving sent his Disciples across the lake in the ship which attenued 
him, he dismissed the multitude, and retired, as was his frequent 
practice, alone, intoa mountain to pray. But at the fourth waich 
of the night, while the Apostles were painfully rowimg against a 
contrary wind and bigh sea, Jesus went to them walking on the 
water. Neither their courage, nor their piety, nor their miracu- 
Jous gifts, could sustain the sbock of this wonderful spectacle ; but 
they were troubled, saying, Jt is a spirit, and cried out through 
ear. But our Saviour’s well known voice soon calmed their 
terror, Jt is J, said he, be not afraid, Mark the rapid and vio- 
lent transition which took place in their minds, and learn to guard 
against such transitions. St. Peter hac probably, the moment 
before, been strongly agitated with fear. He is now rapt in ad- 
miration of the power of his Lord, and is even possessed by a cde- 
sire to prove the strength of his faith, by walking with him on the 
sea. Horited away by his ardent feelings, and vot reflecting, 
whether he had any warrant for this adventurous display of faith, 
or whether in attempting it he acted from right motives he ex- 
claimed, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 
He received the permission he solicited, leaped on the water, and, 
sustained by Omnipotence, walked on the waves to go to Jesus. 
Bat when he observed the boisterous wind, he was afraid, and 
beginning to sink, be cried Lord, save me! And immediately 
Jesus stretched out his hand. with this gentle reproof, O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? , 

We have already censured the sclf confidence of St. Peter in 
this attempt ; but fet not the frigid son of syllogism and demon- 
stration deride the error of this illustrious Apostle. It was an er- 
ror which none but a St. Peter was likely io commit ; and he who 
seeth not 2s man seeth, tenderly tarned his censure, rather to ihe 
weakness of Peter’s faith, than to his presumption of its strength. 
Yet happy had it been for the Apostle, if this impressive lesson 
had precluded the necessity of that more humiliating one, which 
he afterwards received in the palaee of the High Priest, 

The next morning, Jesus preached to the people in the Syna- 
gogue at Capernaum, when many of those were present, who, the 
day before, would have made him a king ; and endeavored te 
shew them what was the true natare of his kingdom. He propo- 
sed himself to them as the trae manna, and the living bread, 
which he would give for the life of the world; and this decle:a- 
tion he peremptoriiy confirmed, by saying, Ewcept ye eat the 

“flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in 
you. But the doctrines.of the stonement and faith in Christ. which 
were couched under this highly figurative language. appeared to 
the people unintelligible and absurd ; and so generally were they 
offended, that from that time many of his Disciples went back-, 













end walked ne more with him. On this occasion Jesus addres- 
sed to the twelve this pathetic inquiry, Will ye also go away ? 
‘Though probably they also were amazed at lis doctrine, yet the 
miracie of the last might was too recent to zllow them to entertain 
a doubt of his divine authority, and Si. Peter answered, with his 
constitutional ardor, Lord to whom shall we go? Thou husi the 
qvords of eternal life: And we believe and are sure that theu art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God, 'Toconficm his Aposiles 
in this fundamental point of Christianity, Jesus soon after asked 
them, Whom do men say that Iam? and afier he had beard the 
various opinions which were in circulation, he put the question, 
but whom say yethat fam? Here again the zealous Peter fer- 
vently replied, “hou art the Christ, the Son of the living Ged. 
Our Lord immediately avows the character whiclr St. Peter had 
ascribed to him, applauds the faith which, under the form of a ser- 
vant, could recognize the Ouly Begotten of the Father, pronoun- 
ces him blessed,and declares that this grand discovery was not the 
effect of human sagacity, bat of divine revelation. Then, in aliu- 
sion to the name he had given him, Jesus added, Thou art Pele, 
and upon this rock I wil build my church, and the gates of hell 
shali not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom. of heaven, and whatsoever thow shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and wha/soever thou shalt loose 
on earth shali be loosed in heaven, 

So warm a testimony could not fail to set St. Peter very high 
in the estimation of the other Disciples of our Lord; and it seems 
to have had the effect of raising him too highinhis own. Of this 
he not long after gave a strong indication. For Jesus having es- 
tablished his Disciples in the primary truth noticed above, began 
now to develop a second, equally necesary to Salvation, though 
more opposed to the proud and carnal reasonings of men. He 
predicted his sufferings and death; but they neither understood 
the necessily of his death, nor the glorious effects which were to 
flow from it. ‘The idea ef a crucified Lord was subversive of all 
they had been taught to hope from the Messiah’s advent, while it 
stocd directly oppased to that love of human praise and distinction, 
and to that fear of worldly shame, which form so striking a part of 
ihe character of fallen man. Nor can we wonder that they should 
stumble at a doctrine, which many rep vied wise, even in our own 
day are pleased to call foolishness. Here again Peter betrayed 
the worldliness of his spirit, as well as his characteristic rashness ; 
fortaking his Master aside with affectionate freedom, he tried to 
dissuade him from his purpose, De it far from thee, Lord! this 
shall not be unto thee. The severity of our Lord’s reproof, proves 
that there mast have been something exceedingly wrong in the 
spirit, which dictated these words of Peter; for he iarned, and 
said tohim, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence un- 
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to me ; for thou savorest not the things which be of God, but 
those that beofmen. Let the ratronal Christians, who reject the 
doctrine of the atonement, or who plead for the love of baman 
praise, or the fear of worldly shame, as lawful motives of acuion, 
explain on what ground, upon their principles, this favored Dis- 
ciple could merit such pointed reprebensiot, 

This failure of St Peier’s did not forfeit bis Master’s confidence. 
He knew the man, and how to free him from his constiiutional 
defects. He selected him along with James and John to be the 
witnesses of his transfiguration, and of the conversation he then 
had with Moses and Elias respecting his decease ; on whigh oc- 
casion we find him manifesting his usual want of consideration. 
By this manifestation of the gwry of Christ, the Disciples were 
made more docile and respectiul ; such freedums as St. Peter had 
lately taken were cliecked: and by ihe testimony oi their Legis- 
jator, and the greatest of their Prophets, they were taught to con- 
sider the sufferings and death of Ubrist, as events necessary. to 
the accomplishment of the Law and the-Prophets.. Nevertheless 
they did not then thoroughly understand the design of the vision ; 
for as they descerded from the mountain. they questioned, what 
the rising of the Son of Man from the dead should mean. 

Simon Peter and his brethren bad now spent three years in the 
scheo!l of Christ, and had made, tt may be presumed, great im- 
provements in knowledge and piety ; but they had still te learn 
the grounds and consequences of his death, the evidences of his 
resurrection, and the spiritual nature of hiskingdom. ‘These they 
were to be taught, as in former instances, by the eye as well as 
the ear; not only by words full of grace, but by the mighty works 
of their Master. He therefore declared to them that-his hour was 
at hand, and conducted them to the appointed scene of his suiler- 
ings, with a cheerful firmness which excited their astonishment. 

he curse pronounced onthe truitless fig tree, the second day af- 
ter his entry into Jeruszlem, fixed the attention of St. Peter, and 
ought to fix ours. ‘The nature of the miracle, and the particular 
time at which it was performed, seem to indicate, that it was in- 
tended as a warning to all the Apostles, of the sudden and total 
ruin, which one of them soon after brought upon himself by an- 
fruitfulness, and apostacy ; and it forms a striking emblem of this 
event.— Reader, mayest thou never feel the blasting of the Sa- 
viour’s malediction ! Chris. Obser. 


(To be continued. ) 





ON TRUE AND FALSE REPENTANCE, 


Extracied from the works of Mr. Venn. 


( Continued from page 86. ) 


Fase repentance produces only a partial amendment ; try 
repentance produces an equal opposition to every kind of disobe, 
dience. Assome gross offence generally excites that fear which 
is the life of false repentance, deliverance from its dominion to 
frequently satisfies without any further change. Or, if the false 
- penitent, who was once profane, should be zealous for religious 

duties, he will’ probably ‘live in strife, injustice, and uncharitable 
ness ; if he contend earnestly for the traths of the Gospel, he will 
perhaps, love money, and value it more than the peace of God; 
and under the form of godliness, he feels no power from on high; 
like those of Laodicea, he is presently satisfied with himself. 

Directly opposite to this js the character of the true penitent 
He finds, indeed, as we observed before, a continual cuuse 
confess his transgressions, and seek pardon on the blood of Christ 
But though he has not already attained unto the favor of God, yt | 
he watches and strives against all that is evil, and labors to be 
transformed into the image of God. He cannot be satisfied wii 
freedom from presumptuous transgression : he wishes to cease i | 
do evilin ail respects ; and all the graces of the blessed Spirit at 
beautiful in his eyes. He cannot live without them, Purity, he 
mility, meekness, charity, patience, faith, and love, are desirabl: 
to his soul, ‘ and he constantly uses the appointed means’ to 0) 
tain the possession ofthem. I confess, says the true penitent, my & 
heart is deccitfal abeve all things, and desperately wicked, This 
makes me feel the need I have of power and grace from heavel 
to keep me. Yet my desire is before the Lord, and my groanit{ 
is not hid from him. I can truly say, I hate the thought of wick 
edness, but thy law I desire to love. © that my ways wet 
made so direct that I might keep thy law. 

It will suffice to mention but one instance more. False repe0 
tance suffers us basely to vield to the fear of man, while true 
pentance leads us to forsake all to follow Christ. Many set outs 
little way, and ran well in religion, till love of praise, or dread 
contempt, conquers them, and they turn back. ‘Their own rele 
tions, or persons who can be of great advantage to them in the 
world, must at all events be pleased, From no sinful ways, ther 
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fore, as filthiness, will they abstain, if so doing will forfeit the fa- 
vor of those by whom they may guin or lose so much. ‘ 
The true penitent, on the contrary, heartily ashamed of his 
past life, carefully avoids every snare and every occasion which 
would endanger a relapse. He will no longer comply with evil 
customs, or call innocent what gives temptation its mest inviting 
form, diverts the thoughts entirely from God and eternal things, 
and inflames those passions which wisdom, interest,and duty re- 
quire men to suppress. For conscience sake, therefore, he will 
risk the loss of temporal advantages, and resist the entreaties, and 
bear the frowns of relations and friends, sooner than be seduced 
from his vigilant jealousy over sin, and all approaches to it. He 
will walk with greet circumspection in regard to all persons and 
things, lest they should obstruct him in his pilgrimage. _ It is his 
steady parpose, lose or suffer what he may, never to yield to po- 
pular errors, or the fashion of negleeting the soul, but to repel eve- 
ry insinuating advocate for conformity to custom, saying “ Depart 
from me, ye wicked, I will keep the commandments of my God.” 
The vast importance of the subject requires us fo sam up the 
rticular instances in which true and false repentance difter.— 
alse repentance is the offspring of fear; true repentance of light 
from heaven, which makes sin appear exceedingly sinful. False 
repentance seeks relief from its fears, and builds its hopes on bet- 
ter obedience, suspicious of the atonement made on the cross ; 
true repentance’ looks to ‘this atonement alone. False repentance 
can consist with an aversion to God and his law ;’ in true repen- 
tance serious respect is paidto both. False repentance is tempo- 
rary respecting gross sins, and settles in a despicable form of re- 
ligion ; true repentance is an abiding self.abasement before God, 
for which there appears abundant cause from growth in the know- 
ledge of him, and of ourselves. In false repentance some beloy- 
ed lust or base temper is spared, and a partial obedience is offered 
ap to God ; in true repentance’ remission of guilt and universal 
change are sought, and are followed with all the fruits of the 
Spirit. False repentance will lead a man to obey God so far 
only as he may without persecution or reproach ; true repentance 
is content to go through evil report, content with the promise of 
God, let men think or do as they please. 


{Teo be continued ) 





TRAVELS IN PALESTINE, 


o 

‘The desti@étion of Jerusalem, foretold and lamented by Jesus 
Christ, is a su®ject of sufficient importance to demand some notice. 
Let us hear what is said by Josephus, who was an eye witnessof 
ihis event. « The city being taken, a soldier set fire to the temple, 
* While the flames were thus Consuming this magnificent struc. 
ture, the soldiers, eager after plunder, put to death all that fell in 
their way. ‘Phey spared neither agenor rank; the old, as well 
as the young, priests, as well as layinen, were pat to the edge of 

the’ssword. All were involved inthe general carnage, and those 
who bad recourse to supplication, were not more humanely treat. 
ed than sach az had the courage to defend themselves to the last 

extremity. ‘The groans of the dying were intermingied with the 
erackling of the flames, which continued to gain ground ; and the 
vonfiagration of so vast an edifice, together “with the height of its 
situation, led those who beheld it at a distance, to suppose that the 
whole city was on fire. 

* Itis impossible to conceive any thing more dreadful than the 
noise which rent the airin every quarter : for how tremenvons 
was that alone raised by the Roman Legions in their fury! what 
shricks did the rebels set ap when'they found themselves snrroand- 
ed on all sides with fire and sword! what lamentations escaped 
those miserable wretches who happened just then to be in the tem. 
ple, and were so teri ‘ified as om throw themselves, in their flight, 
into the midst of their enemies! and how was the air rent by the 
discordant shouts of the multitade, who, from the bill opposite to 
the temple, beheld this awfal spectacle! Evven those whom fa- 
mine had reduced to such extremity, that the hand of death was 
ready to close their eyes for ever, on perceiving this conflagration 
of the temple, musteredstheir remaining strength to deplore so ex- 
ates ey vary a calamity; and the echoes of the neighboring hills, 
and of the country beyond the Jordan, augmented this hor rible 
uproar : Sti, frightful as it was, the miseries which it occasioned 
were infinitely more so, Such was the magnitude and violence 
of the confi: igration, that the hill epon w hich the temple stood, 
seemed to he on fire to its very foundation, The blood flowed in 

ch abundance, that it appeared to dispute with the flames which 
shea ! extend farthest. The nember of the slain surpassed that 
of those who saerificed them totheir vengeance andi oa 
the ground was covered with carcases, and the : 
over thein to pursue by so hideous a path those who 
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_ “our years before the commencement of the war, when Jerusa- 
lem yet enjoyed profound peace and sbundance, Jesus, the son of 
Ananias, who was but a peasant, having come to the feast of the 
tabernacles, held every year in the temple in honour of God, cried: 
** A voice from the exst; a voice from the west; a voice from the 
feur winds ; a voice against Jerusalem, and against the temple ; a 
voice against the bridegroom and against the bridega voice against 
all the people !”And he neverceased night.and day, to run thro’ 
the whole city, repeating the same thing. Some persous of ragk, 
unable to endure words of such bad omen, caused him to be ap- 
rehended, and severely scourged. But, at every stroke that was 
inflicted, he repeated, in a plaintive and doleful voice: “‘ Wo! 
wo to Jerusalem!” When Jerasalem was besieged, his predic- 
tions were found to be verified. He then went roand the walls 
of the city, and again began to cry : “ Wo! wo to the city ! wo 
to the people ! wo tothe temple!” on which, having added, ‘‘ Wo 
to myself!”—a stone discharged by a machine, struck him to the 
ground, and uttering the same words, he gave up the ghost.” 

Jerusalem was founded in the year of the world 2023, by the 
royal priest Melchisedeck, who called it Salem, which signifies 
peace. At that time it occupied only the two hills of Moriah and 
Acra. 

Fifty years after its foundation it was taken by the Jebusites, 
the descendants of Jebus, a son of Canaan. ‘They erected on 
Mount Sion a fortress, to which they. gave the name of Jebus, 
their father. The whole city then received the appellation of Je- 
rusalem, which signifies vision of peace. In scripture it is al- 
ways spoken of in very magnificent terms. 

Joshua made himself master of the lower town of Jerusalem, 
in the firstsyear after his arrival in the land of promise : he. put 
to death king Adonisedeck, and the four kings of Hebron, Jeri- 
mol, Lachis and Eglon. The Jebasites still retained possession 
of the upper town, or citadel of Jebus, and kept it till they were 
driven out by David, 824 years after their entrance into the city of 
Melchisedeck. 

David made additions to the fortress of Jebus, and gave it his 
ownname. He erected also on Mount Sion a palace and a tab- 
ernacle for the reception of the Ark of the Covenant. 

Solomon enlarged the Holy City. He built the first Temple, 
the grandeur of which is described in Scripture, and by Jose 
phos the historian. 

Five years after Solomon’s death, Sesac. king of Egypt, at- 
tacked Kehoboam, and took and plundered Jerusalem 

It was pillaged one hundred and fifty years afterwards by Jo- 


as, king of a. 

Congu nce more by the*Assyrians, Manasseh, king of 

Judah, was ied away captive to Babylon. At last, during 
R : 
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the reign of Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar razed the city to its very 
foundations, burned the temp!c, and transported the ¢ ews to Ba. 
hylon. “ Sion was ploughed like a field,” says Jeremiah ; and 
St. Jerome, to describe the solitude of this desolated city, says 
that not a single bird was to be seen flying about it. 

The first ‘Temple was destroyed tour bundred and seventy 
years, six months and ten days after its foundation by Solomon, 
m the year of the world 3513, about srx hundred years betore 
Christ. Four hundred and seventy seven years had elapsed from 
the time of David to Zcdekiah, and the city had been governed 
by seventeen kings. 

After the seventy years’ captivity, Zerabbabel began to rebuild 
the Temple and the city. This work, afier an interruption of 
some years, was successively prosecuted and completed by Es. 
dras and Nehemiah. 

Alexander visited Jesusalem in the year of the world 3583, 
and offered sacrifices in the Temple 

Ptolemy, the son of Lagus, made himself master of Jerusalem: 
but it was treated with great kindness by Piolemy Philadelphus, 
who made some magnificent presents to the ‘Temple. 

Antiochus the Great retook Jerusalem from the Egyptian mor- 
archs, and afterwards ceded it to Ptolemy Evergetes. Antiochus 
Epiphanes again plandere’ the city and erected in the ‘Temple a 
statue to the Olympien Japiter. 

The Maccabees restored liberty to their country and defended 
it against the kings of Asia. 

In an unlucky dispute for the crown between Aristobulus and 
Hircanus, they had recourse to the Romans, who, by the death 
of Mithridates, had become masters of the East. Pompey hes. 
tened to Jesusalem, and being admitted into the city, he besieged 
and took the Temple. Crassus abstained not from plundering 
this augast monument, which the victorious Pompey had respect- 
ed. . 
Hircahus, under the protection of Cesar, had obtained the sv- 
preme authority. Antigonus, the son of Aristobulas, who had 
been poisoned by Pompey’s partisans, made war upon his uncle 
Hircanus, and applied to the Parthians for assistance, The lat- 
ter invaded Jadea, entered Jerusalem, and carried away Hirca- 
ius into captivity. 

Herod the Great, the Son of Antipater, a distinguished officer 
of the court of Hircanus, seated himself, by. the favor of the Ro- 
mans, tipon the throne of Judea. Antigonus, thrown by the for- 
tune of war into Herod’s hands, was sent to Antony. The last 
descendant of the Maccabees, the rightful sovereign of Jerusalem, 
was bound toa stake, scourged with reds, and put to death by the 
commend of a Roman citizen. 
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Herod, now leit in undisputed possession of Jerusalem, filled 
it with splendid edifices, of which I shail speak in another place. 
it was during the reigu of this prince that Christ came into the ~ 
world. : 

Archelaus, son of Herod and Mariamne, succeeded his father, 
while Herod Antipas, another son of Herod the Great, became 
tetrarch of Galilee and Pe:wa. It was the latter who ordered B8t. 
John Baptist tobe beheaded, and sent Christ to Pilate, This 
Herod the tetrarch was extled to Lyons by Caligala. 
te grippa, a grandson of Herod the Great, obtained the king4om 
of Judea; but his brother Herod, king of Calcis, possessed all 
the power over the Temple, the sacred treasnres and the priest- 
hood. 

On the death of Agrippa, Judea was reduced into a Roman 

rovince. ‘I'he Jews having revolted against their masters, ‘Ti- 
tus besieged and took Jerusalem. During this siege, two hun- 
dred thousand Jews perished by famine. From the 14th of April 
to the Ist of Jaly in the year'71 of the Christian era, one hundred 
and fifieen thousand one hundred and eighty dead bodies were 
carried out of Jerusalem by one single gate. They atethe leath- 
er of their shoes and shields ; and were at length reduced to such 
extremity as to feed upon hay and filth which they picked up in 
the common sewers : a mother devoured her child. ‘The besieg- 
ed swallewed their gold ; the Roman soldier, who perceived the 
action, put to death the prisoners, and then sought the treasure 
concealed in the bowels of those opfortanates. Eleven handred 
thousand Jews perished in the city of Jerusalem, and two hun- 
dred thirty-eight thousand four hundred and sixty in the rest of 
Judea. In this caleulation I comprehend neither the women and 
children, nor the aged destroyed by famine, seditions and the 
flames. Lastly, there were ninety-nine thousand two hendred 
prisoners of war, some of whom were doomed to labor at the 
public works, and others reserved for the triumph of ‘Titus; they 
appeared in the amphitheatres of Europe and Asia, and killed 
one another for the amusement of the populace of the Roman em- 
pire. Sach as had not attained the age of seventeen years were 
put up to auction with the women ; and thirty of them were sold 
for a denarius. ‘The blood of the just Jesus was sold for thirty 
pieces of silver at Jerusalem) and the people had cried : * His 
blood be upon oprselves and upon our children!” God heard this 
wish of the Jews, and for the last time he granted their prayer : 
after which he tarned away his face from the Land of Promise, 
and chose for himself another people. 

The Temple was burned thirty-eight years after the death of 
Christ, so that many of those who bad heard the prediction of 
oyr Saviour, might also have witnessed its fulfilment. 
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The remnant of the Jewish nation having again rebelled, Ad. 
rian completed the destraction of what ‘Tius.had left standing in 
ancient Jerusalem On theruins of the city of David he erected 
another town, to whieh he gave the name of Alia Capitolina : he 
forbade the Jews to enter it upon pain of death, and caused the 
figure of a hog, in sculpture, to be placed upon the gate leading to 
Bethlehem. St. Gregory Nazianzen nevertheless relates that 
the Jews were permitted to enter A@lia once a year to give vent 
to their sorrrows ; and St. Jerome adds, that they were forced to 
purchase, at an exorbitant price, the right of shedding tears over 
the ashes of their country. 

Five hundred and eighty-five thousand Jews, according to the 
account of Dio, perished by the sword in this war under Adrian. 
Prodigious numbers of slaves, of either sex, were sold at the fairs 
of Gaza and Membre; and fifty castles, and nine hundred and 
eighty five villages, were destroyed. 

Adrian built the new city precisely on the spot which it occu. 
pies at this day ; and by a particular providence, as Doubdan ob- 
serves, he included Mount Calvary within the walls.* At the 
timeof Dioclesian’s persecution, the very name of Jerusalem was 
so totally forgotton, that a martyr having said, in reply to the 
question of a Roman governor, that lie was a native of Jerusa- 
Jem, the latter imagined it to be some factions town secretly erec- 
ted by the Christians. ‘Towards the conclusion of the seventh 
century, the city still retained the name of A®lia’, as may be seen 
from the account of the travels of Arculf, given by Adamannus, or 
that of the venerable Bede. 

Some commotions appear to have taken place in Judea under 
the emperors Antoninus, Septimus Severus, and Caracalla. Je- 
rusalem transformed in her old ‘age into a Paga* city, at length 
acknowledged the God whom she had rejected. 

In-vain did Julian, thirty seven years afterwards, assemble the 
Jews at Jerusalem for the purpose of rebuilding the temple. The 
men employed in this undertaking worked with hods. pickaxes, 
and shovels of silver ; while the women carried away the earth 
in the skirts of their best garments: but globes of fire issuing 
from the half excavated foundations, dispersed the laborers, and 
prevented the accomplishment of the design. 

We find a revolt of the Jews under Justinian, in the year of 
Christ 501, It was also during the reign of this emperor that 
the church of Jerusalem was elevated tothe patriarchal dignity. 

Still destinedito struggle with idolatry, and to vanquish false 
religions, Jegusalem wes taken by Cosroes, king of the Persians, 
in the year of Christ 613. The Jews scattered over Judea pur- 
chased of that prince ninety thousand Christian prisoners, w hom 


they put to death. 
* This ts doubtful.— Ed, 
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Heraclius defeated Cosroes in 627, recovered the true cross 
which the Persion monarch had taken away, and Carried it back 
to Jeruszlem.* ee 

Nine years afterwards the chalif Omar, the third in succession 
from Mahomet, took Jerusalem, after a siege of four moonttis ; 
and Palestine as well as Mgypt, passed under the yoke of the 
conqueror. a . 

Omar was assassinated at Jerusalem in 643. The establish. 
ment of several Wbalifatagn Arabia and in Syria, the tall-of the 
dynasty of the Ommidades, and the elevation of that oi the Abas- 
sides, involved Judea in troubles and calamities for move than 
two hundred years. ° 

Ahmed, a Turk, who from being governor had made him- 
self sovereign gf Egypt, conquered Jerusalem in 865; but his 
son having been defeated by the chalifs of Bagdad, the Holy 
City again returned undertheir dominion in the year 205 of our 
era. , 

Mahomet Ikschid, another Turk, having in his turn seized the 
sovereignty of Egypt, carried his arms abroad, and subdued Je- 
rusalem im the-year of Christ 936. 

The Fatimites, issuing from the sands of Cyrene, expelled the 
Ikschidites from Egypt in 968; and conquered several (owns in 
Palestine. : 

Another Turk, named “Ortok, favored by the Seljucides of 
‘Aleppo, made himself master of- Jerusalem in 984, and his chil- 
dren reigned there after his death, 

Mostali, chalif of Egypt, drove the Ortokides out of Jerusa- 
lem. 

Hukem or Haquen, the successor of Aziz, the second Fatimite 
chalif, persecuted the Christians at Jerusalem about the year 996, 
as I have already related in the accoust of the church of the Holy 
Sepulehre, and died in 1021. 

Meleschah, a Seljucide ‘Turk, took the Holy City in 1076, and 
ravaged the whole country. ‘The Ortokides, who had been ex- 
pelled from Jerusalem by the chalif Mostali, returned thither, 
and maintained possession of the city against Redodan, prince of 
Aleppo. ‘They were again driven out if 1076 by the Fatimites, 
who were masters of the place when the Crusaders appeared on 
the frontiers of Palestine. 

_There are yet persons who believe on the authority of certain 
trite sarcasms, that the kingdom of Jerusalem was a miserable 
little valley, wholly unworthy of the pompous name with which 
it was dignified. The whole of the sacred Scripture ; the Pagan 
authors, as Hecateus of Abdera, Theophrastus, Strabo himself, 
Pausanius, Dioscorides, Pliny, Tacitus, Solinus, and Ammianus 
Marcellinus ; the Jewish writers, as Josephus. and the contpi- 
lers of the Talmud and Mischna; the Arabian historiabs and ge- 

* doubtful.— Ed. 
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egraphers, Massudi, Ibn Hankal, Ibn el Quadi, Hamdouliah, 
Abuiféda, Edrisi;,the travellers in Palestine, from the earlies; 
timés down to the present day, unanimously bear. testimony to 
the fertility of Judea. The abbe Guenee has discussed these au. 
thorities with admirable perspicuity and critical skill. Could 
appear surprising. however, if so fruitful a country had become 
barren atier such repeated devasiations? Seventeen times has 
Jcrasalem been taken and pillaged ; millions of men brave been 
sleugbteved within its walls, and this massacreMay be said still 
tocontinue. No othercity has experienced such a fate. This 

roiracied and almost supernatural punishment announces unex. 
ampled guiit—guilt which no chastisement is capable of expiating, 
In this country consigned. to the ravages of fire and sword, the 
ancultivated land has lost that fertility Which it derived from hu. 
main toil ; tne springs have been buried beneath heaps of rubbish; 
the soil of the mountains being no longer kept ap by the industry 
of the vine dresser, hus been hurried*down into the vallies ; and 
the eminences, once covered with woods of sycamores, now pre. 
sent io View nousht but parched and Barren hiils. 

The accowht of the kingdom of Jerusalem by the abbe Guene 
is worthy of being repeated here. It would be presumptign to 
attempt (0 recompose a perilormance whose only fault consists it 
voluntary omissions. The author, doubtless perceiving it impos. 
sible to comprehend every thing, confined himself to the mostim. J 
vortant particulars. 3 

This kingdom,” says he, ‘ extended from west to east, from } 
the Mediterranean Sea to the Desert of Arabia, and, from south & 
to north,*from the fortress of Darum beyond the river of Egypt, 
to the river that rons between Berith and Biblos;: It theretor 
incladed, in the first place, the three Palestines, the first of whici 
had for its capital Jerusalem, the second marifime Cesafea, and 
the third Bethsan, a‘terwards Nazareth. It comprehendet, 
moreover, all (he coufttry of the Philistines, all Pieenicia, withthe 
second and third Arabia, and some parts ol the first.” 

I cannot, however, forbear givingein this place a calculation 
which forméd part of my work: it ts made from the Itinerary @ 
Benjamin of Tudela. This Spanish Jew travelled in the thir 
feenth ceniury, to ascertain thé state of the Hebrew nation in the 
known world. On extracting the numbers given by that writer, 
i find the sum total of Jews m Africa, Asia and Europe, to be 
seven handred sixty-eight thousand one hundred and sixty-five 
Benjamin, it is true, mentions the Jews of Germany, without sé 
ting their number, and he is wholly silent respecting those of Lot 
don and Paris. Let us take the total amount at one millicad 
men; let us add to this million of men, one million of wome. 
and two million children ; we shall then have four millions 0 
eQuls of Jewish race in the thirteenth Century, According to tk 
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inost probable computation, Judea, properly socalled, Galilee, 
Palestine, or Idumea, contained, in Vespasian’s time, about six 
or seven millions of inhabitants, though some authors state the 
number much higher : at the siege alone of Jerusalem, by Titus, 
eleven hundred thousand Jews perished. The Jewist? popula- 
tion, therefore, in the thirteenth cemtury, was reduced to one sixth 
of what it was before the dispersion 
The walls of Jerusalem, which F have gone thrice round, form 
an oblong square, the four sides facing the four winds, afd the 
longest running from west to east, two points of the compass to 
the south. D’Anville has proved by the measures and local po- 
sitions that ancient Jerusalem was not much more extensive than 
the modern city ; it occwpied nearly the same site, except that it 
comprehended the whole of Mount Sion, but excluded Calvary. 
We must not take in a literal sense thetextof Josephus, when 
the historian asserts that the walls of the city advanced, to the 
north, as far as the sepulchres of the kings : .the number of stadia 
forbids such an interpretation ; though tbe walls may still be said 
to be contiguous to those sepulchres, the distance between them 
being only five hundred paces. 7 
The exterior wall, now standing, is the work of Solyman, the 

son of Selim, as is proved by the Turkish inscriptions placed ia 
this wall. It is reported to have. been Solyman’s. design to en- 
close Mount Sion with the circumvallation of Jerusalem, and that 
he caused the architect to be put to death, for having deviated 
from his orders. These walls, flanked with square towers, may 
be, on the platform of the bastions, about thirty feet thick and one 
hundred and twenty feet high : they have no. other ditches than 
the vallies surrounding the city. By mercly threwing up a few 
gabions, without opening any trefches, you might with six tyelve- 
a effect a practicable breach in one night; but it is well 
cnown that the Turks defend themselves extremely well behind 
a wall by means of epaulements. Jerusalem is commanded from 
all sides ; to render it tenable against a regular army, it would be 
hecessary to construct considerable works, projecting to the west 
and north, and to build a citadel on the Mount of Olives 


(To be continued ) 





To the Editor of the Western Christian Monitor. 


Dear Broruer, 
On yesterday I received the enclosed packet fron 


my _ esteemed correspondent in the city of New York. You will 
discover that the contents are, two of 14 speeches, and these two 
delivered by boys from 9 to 10 years of age at the last annual ex. 
hibitien of the Methodist Free-School in that city, and a hymn 
which was sung on the same occasion. “It would be impossible 
to describe my feelings upon my firstreading them. The speech. 
es you will observe arein the boys’ own hand writing, aad would 
do credit to men of business. 

My correspondent observes “‘ That the house was built by the 
members and friends of the Society, and cost about § 3,000. It 
was calculated for 200 scholars on the Lancastrian plan—that 
there are pow 112 scholars, and as fast as they are sent out to bo- 
siness, others take their places. In the last year they sent 74 to 
business: at'the commencement of this year (1816) there was a 
collection of $1500. This was done in the Methodist Churches 
for the sunport of the Free.School. I hope this will encourage 
you in Chillicothe to go and do likewise ” 

I have no doubt but this intelligence will be as agreeable to 
your subscribers generally, as it is to 

Your affectionate friend, 
Ta. S. HINDE. 


Chillicothe, March 12, 1816. 


(ENCLOSURE, No. 1°) 


BenevoLent BENEFACTORS, 

The revolving year brin’s your humble pensioners once more 
before you. And what grateful sensations spring up in our hearis, 
to find that we meet so kind a reception and are crowned with 
your smiles. 

And bel4ved Friends, do we not stand in need of consolation ? 
Bereft of Fathers, and some of us of Mothers too! We were 
wrapped up in ignorance in a flactuating world replete with disas- 
ter; and every step we took environed with jeopardy We have 
been, and still are, acquainted with tears and sorrows Known on. 
ly to ourselves, 

Our morning sun has arisen, but it was deeply eclipsed We 
inhaled the vital air, bat our vernal bloom opened to as no flatter: 
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ing prospects, ‘Thus immersed in a helpless state of ignoranc# 


we knew not how to think, how to speak, or bow to act ; aud in 
the midst of this distress; we were ready to ask the question— 
«“ Who will shew as any good?” O ye friends of humanity ; 
you were the willing instruments who by the*clemency of hea 
ven, took us, poor, helpless, fatherless childcen by the hand, and 
led us from abject poverty and ignorance, into a christian school; 
Where we are taught tie various branches of Envglisi literature, 
as well as precepiured in the principles of moral virtaé. And 
we buinbly trust, that your labor of love will vot be in vain.— 
Yes, ye friends of the pddr, we still lodk to you; we have nd 
where else to look! you have encouraged us to doso. If our 
fathers were alive we should tarn fo them! But they lie in 
death’s cold embrace, id the house appointed for all living] No 
noon tide ray saluics their solitary dwelling But in peaceful 
slambers, they forget their helpless and indigetit families, whont 
they left to the mercy ofa wide world. However, it is 4 source 
of joy to us to reflect, that you are our friends, who have beheld 
us 14 our low estate, pitied us, and fiew to our relief You have 
heard our mourisfi! tale stretched out your fostering hands, and 
suid unto us, * live” Instead of saying, “ go your way for this 
time,” you have said “ come near, that we may bless you” And 
bow what # scene presents itself to our view on this sacred day, 
and in this hallowed place? A large Christian coigregation, 
more than five score of poor children your objects, and our Hea- 


venly Father the Tospector. My heart is duly uffeeted with the 
suhiect. 
I hope we shall be sensible of the obligations we are tinder to 
you, and adore that Infinite Benevolence, that has promised té 
e a Father to the faiherless, and a ffrietid to the poor. 
W. W. WHITE: 


New York, 12th Jan. 1816. 
(ENCLOSURE, No. 2) 


Farners, Bengracrons, ANp Friesxps! | 

I tise with diffidence to address you on this occasion, the result 
of which, is to us most deeply interesting. 

A variety of circumstances seem to unite at this time, to clothe 
our mids with soleninity. ‘Phe benevolent part of society have 
rationally concluded, that, to fix in the hearts of children, the 
principle of moral virtue, by a religious education, is a subject of 
the first inquiry. and calls most loudly for public patronage and 
the exercise of fiherality. It is certainly a most virtaovs conclu- 
sion. ‘To provide for the destitute, however they may have be- 
tome $0, by building alm-houses, hospitals and infirmaries, as well 

Ss ve 
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&s niany other ways, is praise worthy ; bet will bear nd | compari: 
gon with an establis shment like this, thet rescues from ignorance 
and vice the child of sorrow, the orphan, and the hel ess poor, 
Your leadable exainple, identified in this insti:ation, wil! live co. 
existent with the Christiad naine,, Generations yet anborn wilj 
rejoice in the prolife rays of is benign influence ; aud its blessed 
cupsequences live and shine, When sun, moon, and stars detay. 

And shall we be the living witnesses, and bappy receivers of 
your kind liberality and timely relief, and express no testimonials 
of gratitude ? No, svover let oar right hands forget their cunning, 
and our tongues cleave to the reof of ouf mouths! We forget 
your labor of love! never, while the material sun irradiates the 

lains of Independen: America, 

No, my.beloved fiends, we can never forget you You have 
been our triends inthe *worst of times, and. you are our friends 
still. You have vot said *\ be ve warmed and be ve filled,” but 
you have given as those things which were most needful: where. 
fore, we beseech you to accept our grateful acki now ledgements, 
as all we have to give, 

We have scew patents, who have been absent for some time, 

retu ning home, and have heard their children announcing the 
joytal tidings, ‘my father, or my mother is come.” How plea- 
sing the manifesiation of their joy ! 
_ But what must be our feclings when we reflect our much loved 
fathers, our teader mothers, are no more. Vhey have gove to that 
land from whence no traveller returns.. H we for a short time 
indulge a little pleasantry, and are ready to conclude we have al. 
most arrived to the threshhold of happiness, still we have to revert 
back to the same paintfal truth, “ oar fathers are dead.” Ye sons 
and daughters of affectionate parents who feel the delights of re. 
ciprocal love, you are made tranquil and happy by yoor parents’ 
smiles ; daly appreciate your present privilege. We do not wish 
you less happiness ; we hope you will long enjoy your felicity. 
We had tender parents too ; but they have bid us a Jong fare- 
well ; this lives in our bleeding remembrance. Is it any won- 
der then, if our throb! bing hearts should be o’ esterge with sor- 
Fow ? and our eyes suffused with tears ? 

You have done, and are still. doing, a!! in your power to as. 
suage our grief ; but it is fixed, indelibly fixed, in our sorrowful 
remembrance—“ our fathers sleep i in the lonely, silent tomb !!! 

JAMES SPARKMAN: 


New York, 12th Jan. 1816. 


fEnclosure; No. 3, unavoidably postponed. } 
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POETRY. 


ELEGIAC STANZAS; 
On the death of the Rev, Cuartes Wesuky, a. H. 
( Concluded from page 96, ) 
And tho’, oftimes._ amidst a wicked evew, 
Or noisy sons of Belial, we must sail: 


Vet still we’re safe, if Christ we Keep in view, 
And deeply cast our hope within tle vail. 


Ah! Wester! hast thou left as toiling here, 
Expos’d to storms, in such a world as this ? 
Canst thou not drop a tender friendly tear ; 
Tho’ driuking in large draughts of ae bliss ? 


Whilst thro’ that peaceful ecean thou dost sail, 
Where fierce contending winds do never blew ; 

Methinks thy sympathizing heart can feel == 
For tempted friends, whom thou hast left below, 


If spirits see us, when they reach the geal ; 

lf Gop himself yearns o’er his children here ; 
Then sure thy soft, thy tender, loving soul, 

Can still for brethren shew paternal! care. 


How often did the mourner bear his voice, 
Whilst pouring io the oil and healing balm | 

How often did the sininer’s heart rejoice, 
When Jesus bid the raging sea be calm! 


Yet oft he did, like Doanerges loud, 
Denounce the thanders of a threai’ning law : 
Whilst consternation seized the guilty crowd, 
And Deists stood aghast, or shrunk with awe. 


As by the door himself had enter’d in ; 
The word of God he rightly could divide : 
To comfort sinners, when convinc’d of sin, 
Afid point them to a Saviour’s bleeding sida. 
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at, when the harden’d rebels fearless stoad, 
Regardless of the sceptre, or the rod ; 
Then, like a torrent, he pour’d forth a flood 
_Of all the threat’nings in the word of God. 


A master builder, like to Paul of old, 
He built on Christ, the chief, the corner-stone : 
And, as a shepherd in the Christian fold, | 
He went before the sheep, and Jed them on. 


In pastures green the flack he always fed, 

And bid them drink the healing, cooling stream : 
Yet sull to more extensive fields he led, 

For, Christ, he said, was mighty to redeem ; 


Was abie still to free the greatest slave 

From all his bondage, all his heavy chains - 
Not only so ; but to the utmost save ; 

And cleanse the soul from all its foulest stains. 


The richest treasure from the word he brought, 
Whilst food to all judiciously he dealt ; 

Believ’d.the doctrines which he humbly taughé, 
Nor spoke a trath, which he had never felt. 


Matar’ by grace, exalted, and refin’d, 
His sou! for happy climes was fitted here ; 
Celestial realms, to which his tow’ring mind 
Had ofien soar*d, beyond the starry sphere. 


Awhile this star, like diamonds in the mine, 
In unobserv’d and hidden lustre lay ; 

‘Till by bis Lord cali’d forth at length to shine, 
And spread the glorious light of gospel day. 


At school the twig was bent in early youth, 
And torm’d beneath a brother’s* fostering hand - 
The tree sprang up with still increasing growth, 
And shed its genial virtues o’er the land. 


¥ His brother Samuel, who was then Usher of Westminsteg-schoo). 





141 


When to the seats of learning he was sent, 

T” improve and exercise his mental pow’rs 5 
His time in usefal science there he spent, 

Nor looug’d away, like fools, his precious. hoors. 


He cull’d what sweets old Oxford e’er could yield, 
The honey sipp’d of academic lore : 

Yet still he sought a more extensive field ; | 
His ardent soul still thirsted after more. 


The fam’d Parnassus, oft, indeed, he trod, 
And tasted all that Helicon could bring ; | 

But. not content, he sought the Mount of Gop; 
And there with rapture, drank a purer spring. 


The sacred word with diligence he read, 
Tho’ not regardless of the classic page ; 

In holy writ he found sabstantial bread, 
The manna which Gop sends in ep’ry age. 


The traths divine which here he gather’d up, 
As in a treasure he laid by in store 3. 

Not at the silver mine content to stop, 
He still dug deeper for the golden ore, 


In seeking thus a pearl, at lengih he found, 
A precious pearl, iudved, to Adam’s race ; 

And, what he Anew, he publish’d all around, 
That fallen man is only sav’d by grace. 


So ardently he wish’d this. news to tell, 

That, undismay’d, he brav’d th’ Atlantic flood; 
And, as a means, he long’d to save from hell 

The untaught ‘heathens in the Indian wood. 


When to his native land again retarn’d, 
His Master’s work he fuithfally pursa’d ; 
The truth he spoke ; tho’ by the rabble spurn’d, 
Who in bjs blood their hands almost igbru’d. 





142 


And, stranger-still! Oh! tell it notin Gath} 

The men of letters (British shepherds too!) 
Oppose the man professing Engiand’s taith, 

Who preach’d her doctrines, and believ’d them true. 


And tho’ by such mistaken brethren scorn’d, 
And from their temples wantonly expeli’d ; 

Yet still the charch he lov’d ; yea, for her mourn’d, 
And with her close communion always held. 


Yes, earnestly he sought her public weal, 

For, England’s Church was always near his heart< 
He had an ardent, yet well-temper’d zeal, 

And kept ’till death a mi08t Gonsistent part. 


In warning sinners this bold Herald stood, 
And labor’d in the work to hoary hairs ; 
His useful life he spent in doing good, 
A happy life of almost eighty years. 


At last, when sommon’d to resign his breath, 
His soul for flight was ready on the wing ; 

With mind compos’d he smil’d and welcotn’d death ; 
For now the horrid monster lost his sting. 


Yes, ev’ry subtle fiend now stood aloof; 
Not one, he said, to buffet him did dare ; 

And hereby gave a most convincing proof, 
That he, thro’ Christ had conquer’d in the war 


The conquest gain’d, without a painful sigh 
He fell asleep on Jesvu’s lovely breast ; 

His spirit disengag’d mounts up on high, 
And enters its eternal, glorious rest. 


Ah! can Te’er forget the briny tears, 
Which he o’er London oft in pity shed ; 

His groans, his sighs, his most pathetic pray’rs, 
Which he pour’d out for that proud city dead ! 
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Yea, dead in sins, and gloryimg in her shathé; 
Tho’ favor’d with the Gospel’s brightest ray 5 

Audaciously rejecting J£sv’s name, 

The offers spurning of a gracious day ! 


; 
Posterity shail hear, and babes rehearse, 
The nealing Wirtue’s of a oe ’s name : 
Yes, babes unborn shall sing tr , ae verse, 
© And still reiterate the pleasing ‘theme. 


a 
. Ah! Britons! will ye his worth ? 
I gain | 


» Your loss is su 
© Te hymns he tau | confin’d to earth, 
a a nobler strain. 


He sings with ang 





SOR » 
; 











O that a shred mig is mantle fall, 
Ba, And some young Briton catch it as he flies ! 
O that his spirit might descend on all, 

And from his urn another Pheenix rise t 


. = To copy him, may thousands still aspire ; 

e | The pattern follow, which they must approve ! 
ats O may their lips be touch’d with altar fire, 

. “ And may their hearts be fill’d with hamble love ! 


4 May none presume to run before they’re sent, 

eS To prophesy in Jnsvu’s awful name! 

May all resolve to spend, arid to be spent ; 
And yet to merit never lay a claim ! 


May He, who hols the stars in his right hand, 
, And for his Charch’s ‘welfare always feels ; 
Ambassadors send forth thro’ ew’ry land, 
And seal their office with ten thousand seals f 


May God regard his servant’s frequent sighs, 
His long repeated, yea, incessant sait ! 
May England’s Church again in splendor rise, 


Blossom, and bud, and fill the earth with frait !” 
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Now whilst, among the bright cherubic bands, 
He tunes his harp to Moses’ song above ; 

On heaven’s battlements, methinks, he stands, 
And seéms to glance at us a look of love. 


Ye faithful souls, who know, and feel your 
Whe mourn “hs shepherd; apd a friend 
To you he stilhe * Sustain the erdeas 
Make sure the crown. believing to the end. 


“‘ In tribulation tho? be tri’d, 
BE « 
Wet still there’s o your guide, 
if ’s fiery rage. 


“ The world may frow erously smile ; 

A: thogsand things may tend your soul t enslave ; 
But faith o’ercomes, and will the tempter foil ; 

That faith in Christ, which looks beyond the grave. 


“ Keep him in view by faith’s internal eye ; 
Behold thro’ this the Sun of Righteousness : 

And when, at Gop’s command, ye. come to die, 
Ve shall triumphantly depart in peace. 


““T’m éafely landed now, this side the flood, 
Twas but a moment’s passage, calm, serene : 
My Jesus led me o’er, and by me stood, 
To cheer my heart , and give me peace withiil. 


*“* And, since the earthen clod is laid aside, 
The face of God with extasy I view ; 

So, when ye pass o’er Jordan’s swelling tide, 
Without a veil ye shall behold him too. 


“ But, when ye make this happy, happy coast, 
Your spirits I shall meet with rapt’rous joy ; 

Then, mingling with the blest triumphant host, 
A whole Everniry ip praise employ.” 








